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Mortons was founded in 1885 and is a highly respected independent 
publisher of books, bookazines and magazines. The company specialises in 
producing high quality publications on topics ranging from railway, military 

and aviation history to consumer issues, hobbies, crime and politics.

GRESLEY
Britain’s unparalleled history of great railways and locomotives is what Gresley 
Books seeks to explore, explain and celebrate. Everything is covered from the 
pioneering days of the early railways to the golden age of steam, the devastating 
Beeching cuts, the British Rail days, preservation and the ongoing story of modern 

diesels and electrics.

GALLANTRY
War and warfare in all its many forms is the realm of Gallantry Books. This includes 
the experiences of soldiers and sailors during combat, their lives, their weapons, 
their equipment, their vehicles and their vessels – alongside a broader view of 

history’s greatest battles, sieges and campaigns.

TEMPEST
All aspects of aviation history are covered in authoritative detail by Tempest Books. 
The aviators and aircraft of the Second World War are profiled by our titles alongside 
more modern fighters, bombers, reconnaissance aircraft and transports. ‘Secret 
projects’ and experimental designs are also an important part of the Tempest 

Books portfolio.

BANOVALLUM
Banovallum Books explores a huge range of modern interests and experiences – 
from veganism to venomous spiders, from composting to communism, from knitting 
to fitness. Covering consumer and leisure topics of every variety, Banovallum Books 
is dedicated to producing high quality titles which offer readers an informed and 

informative look at lifestyle and specialist subjects.

TIMESPAN
Shedding new light on the secrets and mysteries of history is the aim of Timespan 
Books. Whether it’s the story of ancient Egypt’s 30 dynasties, a biography of Henry 
VIII’s wives, the slave trade in the 1700s, an account of the Suffragette movement 

or a recollection of the music of the 1980s, it has a home at Timespan.

ABOUT US

These topics and more are covered by Mortons Books’ imprints:

SILVER LINK
Silver Link is a renowned rail, maritime, road transport and biography publisher. 
Recently acquired by Mortons Books and incorporating the imprints Past and 
Present and The Nostalgia Collection, Silver Link offers a wide range of titles aimed 

at the enthusiast and nostalgia markets.
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Mortons Books publishes a wide range of 
non-fiction books – from railway, military and 
aviation history to consumer issues, hobbies, 
crime and politics. If you would like to hear 
more about our upcoming book releases  
and special offers, sign up to  
our newsletter.
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OUR LATEST BOOKS? – 

JOIN OUR BOOK CLUB!  
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The SecreT 
horSepower 

race
weSTern FronT 
FighTer engine 
DevelopmenT

CALUM E. DOUGLAS
The piston engines that powered 

Second World War fighters, the men 
who designed them, and the secret 

intelligence work carried out by both 
Britain and Germany would determine 

the outcome  
of the first global air war.

Advanced jet engines may have been 
in development but every militarily 
significant air battle was fought by 
piston-engined fighters. Whoever 

designed the most powerful piston 
engines would win air superiority and 
with it the ability to dictate the course 

of the war as a whole. This is the never-
before-told story of a high-tech race, 

hidden behind the closed doors of 
design offices and intelligence agencies, 
to create the war’s best fighter engine.

Using the fruits of extensive research in 
archives around the world together with 
the previously unpublished memoirs of 
fighter engine designers, author Calum 
E. Douglas tells the story of a desperate 

contest between the world’s best 
engineers – the Secret  

Horsepower Race.  

 • Format: Hardback  288mm x 222mm 

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-50-4  

 • Release date: MAY 31ST, 2020     

 • Price: £35   US: $49.99    

 • Pages: 300 • BIC: JWMV3    

• Written by Formula 1 engine  
 designer Calum E. Douglas
• Draws on years of extensive  
 archival research
• Reveals the history of WW2  
 aero engine development
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BaTTle oF BriTain 
memorial FlighT  

in proFile

ronny Bar proFileS: 
BriTiSh Two SeaTerS  

oF The greaT war
RONNY BAR

Artist Ronny Bar, a member of director Sir Peter Jackson’s 
New Zealand-based Wingnut Wings team, presents the first 

collection of his astonishingly detailed First World War aircraft 
profiles – British Two-Seaters of the Great War. 

Two-seater aircraft were the workhorses of the Royal 
Flying Corps and from 1918 the Royal Air Force, operated 

in a wide variety of roles such as training, artillery spotting, 
reconnaissance, communications, coastal patrol and even 

bombing. Some, such as the B.E.2c and R.E.8, became 
notorious while others such as the Bristol F.2B fighter 

proved popular and reliable. What they lacked in glamour 
and aesthetic appeal, these aircraft made up for with their 
purposeful looks, practical design and do-it-all usefulness 

over the battlefield. 
This book features 260 meticulously researched profiles of the 
war’s most important and iconic British two-seaters: the Royal 
Aircraft Factory B.E.2a to B.E.2g, F.E.2b, F.E.2d and R.E.8; Avro 
504, Vickers F.B.5, Sopwith 1½ Strutter, Armstrong Whitworth 

F.K.8, Bristol F.2B and Airco DH.4, DH.9 and DH.9A.

CHRIS SANDHAM-BAILEY
The Battle of Britain Memorial Flight (BBMF) is a standing 
reminder of the heroism and sacrifice of countless British 

and Commonwealth aircrew who flew and fought during the 
Second World War.

Formed at RAF Biggin Hill on July 11, 1957, as the Historic 
Aircraft Flight, today the BBMF’s incredible collection of aircraft 
includes six Spitfires, two Hurricanes, one of only two airworthy 

Avro Lancaster bombers in the world, a Douglas C-47 Dakota 
and two de Havilland Chipmunks.

The Flight’s Second World War aircraft have survived against 
the odds to exist in flying condition today and this book charts 

each of their careers over the last seven decades or more.
Author and illustrator Chris Sandham-Bailey has meticulously 

reproduced every known paint scheme worn by each of the aircraft – 
as well as gathering together an unrivalled collection of photographs 

to show how the appearance of the aircraft has changed.
Never before have all of the BBMF aircraft liveries from the war’s 

end to the present day been catalogued and illustrated in one 
publication. This book is a must for anyone with an interest in the 

BBMF aircraft and their histories.

 • Format: Hardback 232mm x 240mm     

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-43-6 • BIC: JWMV3  

 • Release date: APRIL 15TH, 2020       

 • Price: £27.50   US: $39.99  • Pages: 136  

 • Format: Hardback 232mm x 240mm     

 •  ISBN: 978-1-911658-45-0    

 • Release date: APRIL 30TH, 2020      

 • Price: £27.50  US: $39.99  • Pages: 200 

 • BIC: JWMV3  

Foreword by 
film director 

Sir Peter 
Jackson
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FiFTh generaTion FighTerS
DAVID BAKER

The latest jet fighters deceive, evade, confuse, lock-on to their targets and 
kill them without being seen, heard or detected. Pilots can increasingly put 
themselves outside their cockpit, peering far beyond visual range, leaving 

the aircraft to keep them out of harm’s way while they manage the mission. 
In Fifth Generation Fighters, author David Baker explains how net-

centric warfare and sensor fusion takes the fight into the very heart of the 
weapons systems computer, tracking up to 100 hostiles and downing many 

beyond visual range. He also looks at how future fighters will connect to 
satellites, control swarms of unmanned combat air vehicles and plan the 

end-game for an air battle that has yet to begin. The clock is ticking – a fifth 
generation fighter war is coming!

BERTIE SIMMONDS
Sleek, futuristic and deadly – the General Dynamics F-16 Fighting Falcon was 
born from the crucible of the air war over Vietnam and the need for cheaper, 

simpler and more manoeuvrable fighter aircraft with which to combat the 
many thousands of Soviet-bloc supplied aircraft sold around the world. 

Back in the early 1970s the F-16 was the pinnacle of modern design, 
integrating a powerful turbofan engine and offering unrivalled 

manoeuvrability – thanks to its relaxed static stability and fly-by-wire  
system with computer control.

Today’s F-16 Viper is light years away from the simple, lightweight point-
defence fighter first envisaged, but it has evolved and matured into the 
finest and most exported fourth-generation combat aircraft around the 

world. This is its story.

F-16 FighTing Falcon

The McDonnell Douglas F-15 Eagle is the undisputed king of fighter aircraft,  
scoring around 105 kills for zero losses in air-to-air combat. 

Designed as a pure air superiority machine, the Eagle has since become one of 
the best fighter-bombers in its class: the Strike Eagle. 

Since it entered service in 1976, around 1600 F-15s have been built for six air 
forces around the world. Fast and agile, the Eagle has been the defensive tip of 
the spear for the Free World. The Israelis blooded the Eagle in the Middle East 
when they first took delivery in 1979. Since then both fighter and strike versions 

have been in almost constant action, through Desert Storm, Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and beyond in the war against terror.

F-15 eagle BERTIE SIMMONDS

 • Format: Hardback 250mm x 190mm   •  ISBN: 978-1-911658-59-7 

 • Release date: SEPTEMBER 11TH, 2020                               

 • Price: £14.99   US: $22.99  • Pages: 144  • BIC: JWMV3                   

 • Format: Hardback 250mm x 190mm    •  ISBN: 978-1-911658-56-6  

 • Release date: AUGUST 15TH, 2020        

 • Price: £14.99  US: $22.99  •  Pages: 144   •   BIC: JWMV3  

 •  Format: Hardback 250mm x 190mm  •  ISBN: 978-1-911658-53-5 

 • Release date: JULY  24TH, 2020      

 • Price: £14.99  US: $22.99  •  Pages: 144   •   BIC: JWMV3  
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 •  Format: Hardback 250mm x 190mm  •  ISBN: 978-1-911658-53-5 

 • Release date: JULY  24TH, 2020      

 • Price: £14.99  US: $22.99  •  Pages: 144   •   BIC: JWMV3  

Boeing 
747
INGO  

BAUERNFEIND
Lavishly illustrated and 

meticulously researched, aviation 
specialist Ingo Bauernfeind’s new 

Boeing 747 history celebrates 
more than half a century of an 
enduring aviation icon that has 
changed commercial aviation 
since its maiden flight in 1969. 

With personal accounts written by 
former pilots and crew members, 
it covers the aircraft’s early history 

and development, its ground-
breaking technology and systems, 
its remarkable and distinguished 

commercial career and the 
numerous variants that have 

expanded its role and capabilities 
far beyond those originally 
intended by its designers. 

Thanks to ongoing improvements 
and upgrades, new 747s continue 

to roll off the production line today 
and this incredibly durable and 

reliable aircraft looks set to remain 
at the forefront of civil aviation for 

the foreseeable future.

 • Format: Hardback 250mm x 190mm    

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-52-8 • BIC: WGM   

 • Release date: JUNE 26TH, 2020      

 • Price: £14.99  US: $22.99  • Pages: 144   

 • Celebrates more than 50  
  years of the Boeing 747
 • A wealth of images  
  showcasing the aircraft
 • Thorough research from  
  aviation historian Bauernfeind

About the author: Ingo Bauernfeind studied 
military history and documentary film at the Hawai’i 
Pacific University in Honolulu. With German and 
American television, he has produced military history 
documentaries and realised several book and film 
projects in cooperation with the historic facilities at 
Pearl Harbor and the US Navy. His current projects 
include documentaries and books.
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SecreT projecTS  
oF The luFTwaFFe  

in proFile

engliSh elecTric lighTning 
geneSiS anD projecTS

TONY WILSON
Progress on the English Electric Canberra was the main topic of a 
report written by W E W ‘Teddy’ Petter on June 17, 1948, but a final 

paragraph headed ‘High Speed Fighter’ said, ‘Requirements for 
a high speed fighter are being sent to us ... There would probably 
be two or three prototypes attached to a successful design and 
a reasonable chance of production orders. Supersonic speeds 

would be required for short periods.’ This marked the beginning of 
the effort leading to production of the legendary Lightning fighter. 
English Electric Lightning Genesis and Projects examines how that 

effort evolved – focusing on the procurement process and the 
factors that drove decisions about the aircraft configuration and 
its weapon system. In particular, author Tony Wilson looks at how 

other procurement programmes influenced choices about the 
Lightning for good or ill. 

Between English Electric project numbers P1 and P34 there  
were 15 project numbers associated with the Lightning. 
 Some refer to development steps in the aircraft’s core 

programme but others were studies to extend the aircraft’s 
capabilities. These designs are explored too along with proposed 

developments that were never given ‘P’ numbers.

DANIEL UHR AND DAN SHARP
The Second World War was a time of tremendous 

technological progress in aviation with innovations such 
as jet engines and swept wings being brought in as 

engineers on all sides desperately sought every possible 
performance advantage. In Germany the quest for better 
aircraft resulted in some astonishing designs – everything 

from bombers with forward-swept wings to ramjet 
fighters and disposable rocket-propelled interceptors. 
In Secret Projects of the Luftwaffe in Profile, renowned 

aviation artist Daniel Uhr has brought the original German 
construction sketches and three-views of these designs to 

life like never before – offering a whole new perspective 
on images previously only seen as black and white line 

drawings.
Accompanying Daniel’s artworks is a full description of 
the competitions and requirements which produced 

such a huge number of innovative and unusual designs 
during the war, as well as descriptions of the designs 

themselves, written by German Second World War aircraft 
development specialist Dan Sharp and based on the 

latest historical research.

 • Format: Softback 248mm x 184mm     

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-40-5   •  Pages:  116    

 • Release date: March 27TH, 2020       

 • Price: £12.99  US: $19.99  •   BIC: JWMV3  

 • Format: Hardback 232mm x 240mm     

 •  ISBN: 978-1-911658-62-7   

 • Release date: SEPTEMBER 25TH, 2020     

 • Price: £27.50  US: $39.99 • Pages: 200  

 • BIC:  JWMV3  
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 • Format: Softback 248mm x 184mm     

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-49-8 • BIC: JWMV3  

 • Release date: MAY 31ST, 2020          

 • Price: £12.99  US: $19.99  • Pages: 116    

Few aircraft encompass as many contradictions as the Fairey 
Swordfish – the legendary ‘Stringbag’ naval torpedo bomber 

was approaching antiquation at the start of the war yet struck 
mortal blows against some of the most powerful battleships 

in the Axis fleets. Naval aviation historian Matthew Willis 
explores how modern technology such as radar kept the 

Swordfish effective in the early years of the war and enabled 
it to find and hit the Italian fleet at Taranto, and the Bismarck 
in the Atlantic, in circumstances where no other aircraft could 

have succeeded. 
When it was finally superseded in its main role with the Fleet, 
the Swordfish fulfilled vital roles protecting convoys from the 
U-boat menace. The story of the Swordfish’s service across 
the majority of theatres in WW2, from the hunt for the Graf 
Spee to the beaches of Normandy, is told here with never-
before-published accounts from veteran aircrews. Includes 
100+ historic photographs and unique images of the Royal 

Navy Historic Flight’s preserved aircraft.

FleeT air arm  
legenDS: Fairey 

SworDFiSh

eagleS oF The 
luFTwaFFe: Focke-wulF 

Fw 200 conDor
MATTHEW WILLIS

The Focke-Wulf Fw 200 Condor was conceived for peace but 
turned to a warlike purpose savaging convoys bringing vital 

supplies to Britain. The aircraft Churchill called “the scourge of 
the Atlantic” became synonymous with the struggle to supply 

the Allies by sea. As a truly long-range reconnaissance bomber, 
the Condor acted as the eyes and ears of the Kriegsmarine, 

while packing a powerful punch itself. As the Allies stepped up 
their efforts to address the vulnerability of their convoys to aerial 
reconnaissance and attack, however, the Fw 200’s weaknesses 

became ever more apparent.
Naval aviation author Matthew Willis tackles the career of the 
feared aircraft, from its beginnings as a cutting-edge airliner, 
through its early development into a military transport and a 

maritime bomber and ‘spyplane’, including the addition of ever 
more armament and technology such as radar and the carriage 

of radio-controlled glider bombs. From the expanses of the 
Atlantic, via the freezing Arctic seas to the heat and dust of 

North Africa, the operational history of the Fw 200 is examined.

 • Format: Softback 248mm x 184mm     

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-65-8  • BIC: JWMV3  

 • Release date: NOVEMBER 30TH, 2020          

 • Price: £12.99  US: $19.99  • Pages: 116    

engliSh elecTric lighTning 
geneSiS anD projecTS

 • Format: Hardback 232mm x 240mm     

 •  ISBN: 978-1-911658-62-7   

 • Release date: SEPTEMBER 25TH, 2020     

 • Price: £27.50  US: $39.99 • Pages: 200  

 • BIC:  JWMV3  

MATTHEW WILLIS
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SecreT projecTS oF The 
luFTwaFFe: Blohm & 

voSS Bv 155
DAN SHARP

AVAILABLE NOW
Softback   £12.99

ISBN: 9978-1-911658-32-0  

SecreT projecTS  
oF The luFTwaFFe -  

vol 1 - jeT FighTerS 1939 -1945
DAN SHARP

On sale: MARCH 28TH,  
2020

 Hardback
£27.50

ISBN:  978-1-911658-08-5

SecreT projecTS  
oF The luFTwaFFe -  
vol 2 - BomBerS 1939 -1945

DAN SHARP
On sale: MAY 28TH, 2020

Hardback
£27.50

ISBN: 978-1-911658-09-2

we TogeTher:  
451 anD 453 

SquaDronS aT war
ADAM LUNNEY

AVAILABLE NOW
Hardback

£14.99
ISBN: 978-1-911658-35-1

SecreT projecTS 
oF The luFTwaFFe: 

meSSerSchmiTT me 262
DAN SHARP

On sale: APRIL 16TH,  
2020

Softback   £12.99
ISBN:  978-1-911658-27-6

SecreT projecTS oF The 
luFTwaFFe:  

heinkel he 162
DAN SHARP

On sale: MARCH 28TH,  
2020

Softback   £12.99
ISBN: 978-1-911658-24-5  
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Breaking The 
luFTwaFFe:  

ulTra aS a 
weapon  

oF The uSaaF
DAN SHARP

On sale: MAY 28TH, 
2020

Hardback £14.99
ISBN:  978-1-911658-10-8 

eagleS oF The 
luFTwaFFe:  

Focke-wulF  
Fw 190

DAN SHARP
On sale: MARCH 27TH,  

2020
Softback £12.99

ISBN:  978-1-911658-05-4

eagleS oF The 
luFTwaFFe:  

junkerS ju 87 
STuka

ANDY SAUNDERS
On sale: APRIL 24th, 

2020
Softback £12.99

ISBN:  978-1-911658-33-7

FleeT air arm 
legenDS:  

Supermarine 
SeaFire

MATTHEW WILLIS
On sale: MARCH 14th, 

2020
Softback £12.99

ISBN:  978-1-911658-29-0 

SpiTFireS over 
Berlin

DAN SHARP
AVAILABLE NOW
Hardback £24.95

ISBN:  978-1-911658-04-7

colD war 
inTercepTor

DAN SHARP
AVAILABLE NOW
Hardback £27.50

ISBN: 978-1-911658-03-0  

raF SeconD 
worlD war 
FighTerS in 

proFile
CHRIS  

SANDHAM-BAILEY
On sale: MARCH 7TH,  

2020
Hardback £24.95

ISBN:  978-1-911658-06-1 

raF colD  
war jeT  

aircraFT in 
proFile

CHRIS  
SANDHAM-BAILEY

On sale: APRIL 18TH,  
2020

Hardback £24.95
ISBN:   978-1-911658-11-5
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More than 4000 examples of the famous diesel-fuelled 
M4A2 Sherman tank were sent to the Soviet Union during 
the Second World War under the Lead-Lease programme. 
These American-built vehicles were operated by Red Army 

crews against the Germans during some of the bitterest 
fighting on the Eastern Front – yet despite serving with 
distinction and being well-liked by their crews, relatively 

little has been written about these vehicles until now. Tank 
expert Peter Samsonov looks at the origins of the M4A2 in 
Soviet service and the machines that were received from 
the US as well as providing a detailed assessment of how 

they fared in combat on the front line.

GENESIS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY SOVIET TANK

Sherman TankS oF 
The reD army

PETER SAMSONOV

 • Format: Softback 248mm x 184mm     

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-47-4  • BIC: JWMV1 

  • Release date: MAY  1ST, 2020  

 • Price: £12.99  US: $19.99 • Pages: 116                 

DeSigning The T-34
PETER SAMSONOV

When the German army launched Operation Barbarossa – 
the invasion of the Soviet Union – on June 22, 1941, it was 

expecting to face and easily defeat outdated and obsolete 
tanks and for the most part it did, but it also received a nasty 

shock when it came up against the T-34. With its powerful 
gun and sloped armour, the T-34 was more than a match 
for the best German tanks at that time and the Germans 

regarded it with awe. German Field Marshal von Kleist, who 
commanded the latter stages of Barbarossa, called it ‘the 

finest tank in the world’. Using original wartime documents 
author and historian Peter Samsonov, creator of the Tank 
Archives blog, explains how the Soviets came to develop 

what was arguably the war’s most revolutionary tank design.

 • Format: Softback 248mm x 184mm   

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-30-6 • BIC: JWMV1    

 • Release date: AVAILABLE NOW   

 • Price: £12.99 US: $19.99 • Pages 92   

• Based on research from wartime  
 documents and archives 

• Fascinating designs and photographs  
 of the T-34 tank 

• Written by historian Peter Samsonov,  
 curator of the Tank Archives blog 

• New profile artwork
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 • Format: Softback 248mm x 184mm     

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-47-4  • BIC: JWMV1 

  • Release date: MAY  1ST, 2020  

 • Price: £12.99  US: $19.99 • Pages: 116                 

Engines from every region could be found at Stratford 
TMD during the 1980s and 90s – making it an ideal 

hunting ground for the rail enthusiast. Photographer 
Roger Rounce presents a collection of his own images 

of diesels and electrics from those days when Stratford 
used any Class 47 to hand for Norwich trains and 

journeys between Chelmsford and Liverpool Street could 
just as easily be hauled by an Eastfield Class 47 as one 

shedded at Stratford. Visiting Class 37s were also used on 
empty stock and Cambridge trains.

Stratford Depot Locomotives includes Class 08s, 31s, 
37s and 47s alongside less common classes such as 20, 
58, 60, 86 and 87. Details of each locomotive pictured 

include when it was built, when it was scrapped, names 
currently and previously held, other numbers carried, 

historical notes and dates.

STraTForD DepoT  
locomoTiveS

ROGER ROUNCE

 • Format: Hardback 250mm x 190mm       

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-42-9 • BIC: WGF WQN   

  • Release date: APRIL 8TH, 2020    

 • Price: £14.99  US: $22 .99 • Pages: 100               

parkway railway  
STaTionS 

MARK CHATTERTON
Parkway railway stations are found scattered all over 

England and Wales and play an important role in 
Britain’s railway network with their emphasis on the 

‘park and ride’ model of keeping cars out of our town 
centres and off our motorways – demonstrating that it 

really is quicker and easier by train.
Bristol Parkway, opened in 1972, was the first of this 

new breed and is now the busiest of all Parkway 
railway stations having doubled in size since it first 

opened. Since then another 20 have opened, some as 
newly built stations, some at existing stations. Author 

Mark Chatterton has visited them all and in this unique 
book profiles each one, focusing on its location, its 

facilities and its history. 

 • Format: Softback 248mm x 184mm   

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-44-3 • BIC: WGF    

 • Release date: APRIL 30TH, 2020   

 • Price: £12.99  US: $19.99  • Pages: 116   
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The Great Central Railway is the only double track preserved 
steam railway in the world and its main focus is on the hugely 

popular modern day line running between Loughborough 
and Leicester North. Author Robin Jones, editor of Heritage 

Railway magazine, uses an incredible collection of images from 
Britain’s top railway photographers to showcase the very best 

of preserved steam running in an authentic setting.
History has its place too with the formation of the original 
Great Central Railway, built in 1899 to connect the cities 
of Manchester, Sheffield and London, being explained 

and examined. Preservation sites set up elsewhere on the 
former Great Central line are also detailed including those at 

Buckinghamshire Railway Centre, Elsecar Heritage Railway and 
Dinting Railway Centre in Glossop.

hiSTory oF The greaT 
cenTral railway

ROBIN JONES

 • Format: Hardback 240mm x 165mm  • BIC: WGF 

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-61-0  • Price: £14.99 US: $22.99  

  • Release date: SEPTEMBER 25TH, 2020   • Pages: 144 

locomoTiveS oF The  
naTional collecTion 

ROBIN JONES
Legendary steam railway locomotives such as Flying  

Scotsman, Mallard, Stephenson’s Rocket and City of Truro have 
been household names for generations and are now owned 

by the public. These are the locomotives that not only shaped 
global transport history but steered the evolution of the 

modern world, shrinking continents and making rapid transit 
between one-time faraway places an everyday occurrence 

affordable to all.
The National Collection was amassed largely in the face 

of modernisation of the British railway network, when the 
introduction of diesel and electric locomotives in the Fifties led 

to the mass withdrawal and scrapping of many classic steam 
locomotive types. Officialdom decreed that examples should 
be preserved for posterity thus creating a fantastic legacy of 

locomotives big and small for future generations to relish.
Locomotives of the National Collection, written by  

Heritage Railway magazine editor Robin Jones, looks at both 
the big named engines and the lesser-known workhorses, 

which richly deserve their place alongside them, all with their 
own stories to tell. 

 • Format: Hardback 240mm x 165mm • BIC: WGF 

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-57-3   • Price: £14.99 US: $22.99  

 • Release date: AUGUST 22ND, 2020   • Pages: 144 
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BRIAN SHARPE
The Settle & Carlisle railway runs across the roof of England, reaching the highest point 
on any main line railway in the country, and carries both passenger services and freight 
traffic. But it has also been fortunate enough to survive two attempts to close it and in 

fact should probably never have been built at all. 
There could now be a 72-mile abandoned trackbed passing through such places as Blea 

Moor, over Dent Head and Arten Gill viaducts and the legendary Ais Gill summit, but 
sufficient people felt strongly enough to campaign successfully to stop this happening. 

This is the story of the revival in the fortunes of the Settle & Carlisle. Many closed stations 
have reopened and been restored to their former glory, freight traffic has returned and 

steam-hauled excursions over the line have gone from strength to strength.

SeTTle & carliSle revival 
The line ThaT reFuSeD To Die

Author Robin Jones tells the full story of the North Yorkshire Moors Railway: its beginnings 
in 1836 as the Whitby & Pickering Railway, its conversion to a steam railway, its years under 
the London & North Eastern Railway and British Railways, and its closure by Dr Beeching – 

with the accompanying protests.
The line would later be saved by volunteers and reopened step by step. Eventually services 
were extended back over the main line to Whitby. Today the line regularly receives upwards 

of 350,000 visitors a year from across the UK, and indeed the world. It is now by far the 
most popular steam railway in Britain, not only because of its stunning moorland scenery 

and magnificent locomotive fleet, but also because it featured in the prime time ITV 1960s 
police drama Heartbeat for 18 years, fans of which are still drawn to it today. 

STeaming over The norTh 
yorkShire moorS

ROBIN JONES

 • Format: Hardback 250mm x 190mm  •  ISBN: 978-1-911658-54-2   • BIC: WGF WQN  

 • Release date: JULY 24TH, 2020      •  Price: £14.99  US: $22.99 •  Pages: 144             

  • Format: Hardback 240mm x 165mm    •  ISBN: 978-1-911658-64-1  • BIC: WGF 

  • Release date: OCTOBER 23RD, 2020    • Price: £14.99  US: $22.99• Pages: 144 

railway magazine archive 
collecTion 1930S

The last great age of steam in Britain is revisited in this new collection of superb 
photographs from the extensive archive of the Railway Magazine. Author Peter 
Kelly, editor of The Railway Magazine Guide to Modelling, looks back to a time 
when streamlined steam express trains charged headlong through the English 

countryside every day of the week. The 1930s would see a host of iconic engines 
constructed – such as the legendary LNER A4s, the beautiful LMS Coronation 

Class locos, the rare LMS Princess Royal Class and the workhorse LNER Class V2 
engines. This new volume collects images offering a glimpse of the days when 

these incredible engines could be found hard at work all over Britain.

PETER KELLY

  •  Format: Softback 169mm x 238mm   •  ISBN: 978-1-911658-51-1  • BIC: WGF WQN 

  • Release date: JUNE 12TH, 2020             • Price: £7.99 US: $11.99 • Pages: 50              
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BriTiSh railway 
DiSaSTerS

ROBIN JONES
AVAILABLE NOW!

Hardback   
£14.99

ISBN: 978-1-911658-01-6

Flying 
ScoTSman
BRIAN SHARPE

AVAILABLE NOW! 
Hardback   £14.99

ISBN:  978-1-911658-02-3

mallarD
ROBIN JONES

On sale: APRIL 18TH,  
2020

Hardback  £14.99
ISBN:  978-1-911658-21-4

BriTiSh 
railwayS 

STinkS
DAVID SMITH

AVAILABLE NOW!
Hardback   £14.99

ISBN: 978-1-911658-26-9

Beeching -
The DeFiniTive guiDe

BriTiSh railwayS cloSureS  
anD Their legacy

ROBIN JONES
On sale:  

AVAILABLE NOW! 
Hardback   £14.99

ISBN:  978-1-911658-14-6  

BeFore rockeT
ANTHONY DAWSON

On sale:  
AVAILABLE NOW! 

Softback    
£12.99

ISBN: 978-1-911658-25-2  

Brunel’S Big 
railway

ROBIN JONES
On sale: APRIL 24TH,  

2020
Hardback   £14.99

ISBN: 978-1-911658-19-1
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 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-58-0  •  BIC: WGCK   • Pages: 144        

 • Release date: AUGUST 28TH, 2020    • Price: £14.99  US $22.99   

Triumph is truly one of the most enduringly popular names in 
motorcycling. The word itself literally means to win and Triumph 

the motorcycle maker has, for the most part of its 100-plus years, 
been a world-class winner. Author James Robinson, editor of 

The Classic MotorCycle magazine, delves into the recesses of the 
Mortons photographic archive to find rare images of beautiful 
Triumph machines from every era of the company’s history – 

from the early days in the late Victorian age to the  
Great War, the Vintage period (1918-1930), the 30s, the Second 

World War, the 1950s boom years, the cool 60s, the difficult 70s, 
the death and rebirth of Triumph in the 80s and beyond –  

right up to the present day. 

Triumph: picTorial 
hiSTory oF The greaT 

BriTiSh marque
JAMES ROBINSON

The riSe anD Fall  
oF king coal

NICK PIGOTT
Deep-mined coal is no longer produced in the United 

Kingdom – the last of the country’s collieries was closed 
at the end of 2015, causing the sun to set on a vast 

industry that at one time boasted 3,000 mines and 
employed well over a million workers.

The Rise and Fall of King Coal tells the fascinating story 
of coal… from its origins in prehistoric swamps to its early 
primitive mining methods and to its role as the mineral 

that fuelled the Industrial Revolution and put the ‘Great’ 
into Britain.

It explores the history and operation of the collieries and 
their railways, explains the location of the coalfields and 
examines the hazards, hardships, disputes and tragedies 

that were part of every miner’s life.
Finally, with Britain now possessing only a handful 

of opencast and tiny drift mines while still importing 
millions of tons of coal from overseas, the UK’s energy 

policy is examined at a time when many Britons are 
worrying whether it is 

sufficiently fit  
for purpose.

 • Format: Hardback 250mm x 190mm     •  ISBN: 978-1-911658-63-4  • BIC: KNBC 

 • Release date: OCTOBER 16TH, 2020     • Price: £14.99 US $22.99  • Pages: 144                  
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The opium  
eaTerS

STEPHEN CARVER
When the brilliant Oxford drop-out and freelance 

journalist Thomas De Quincey published his seminal 
article Confessions of an English Opium Eater in 
1821, he was following the old adage ‘write about 
what you know’. Writing in coffee shops to avoid 
debt collectors, the 36-year-old proto-Romantic 
had been addicted to opium for almost 20 years. 

If produced today, his Confessions would read 
more like Irvine Welsh’s Trainspotting; with illicit 
drug deals, the constant threat of arrest and the 

whole miserable, sordid world of the outcast addict, 
demonised by politicians and mass media. But in 
the 19th century laudanum, a tincture of opium 

dissolved in alcohol, was as ubiquitous and legal as 
aspirin is today. 

With the notable exception of William Wordsworth, 
all the English Romantics and many Victorian artists 
and writers were users. In the wider political context, 
the opium trade was the mainstay of the East India 
Company and therefore at the heart of the British 
economy to the point that the Empire fought two 
wars with China, the major buyer, when its rulers 

tried to outlaw the trade.
In The Opium Eaters, cultural historian Dr Stephen 

Carver examines the impact of opium abuse on 
the literature and politics of the 19th century – 

from Lord Byron sipping laudanum out of a crystal 
decanter to the opium dens of London’s East End. 
He tells the story of the writers, the ‘psychonauts’ 
of their age, from De Quincey and the Romantics 

to the late-Victorians and early-Modernists, as well 
as looking at literary works which used opium as a 

major plot device, such as The Moonstone,  
The Tenant of Wildfell Hall, Uncle Silas, and The 

Mystery of Edwin Drood. In parallel, he covers the 
history of the scientific development of opium into 

morphine and heroin, changing societal views,  
and drug-related crime.

 • Format: Softback 198mm x 128m   • ISBN: 978-1-911658-66-5  • BIC: JFFH1    

 • Release date: NOVEMBER 30TH, 2020  • Price: £8.99 US: $11.99 • Pages: 200     

About the author: Dr Stephen Carver is 
a literary historian, editor and occasional 
novelist. For sixteen years he taught literature 
and creative writing at the University of East 
Anglia, spending three years in Japan as a 
Professor of English at the University of Fukui. 
He left UEA in 2012 to become Head of Online 
Courses at the Unthank School of Writing, 
and to work with The Literary Consultancy in 
London. He retired from teaching two years 
ago to write full-time. His first novel, Shark 
Alley, was published in 2016. The 19th Century 
Underworld was published by Pen & Sword in 
2018 and he has just launched The Author Who 
Outsold Dickens, a new biography of W.H. 
Ainsworth. Steve is married with three cats and 
a kid; he likes old motorcycles, wild rockabilly 
and anything to do with horror.
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Any murder is an horrific crime, but some homicides 
are so shocking, so grisly or so unusual that they grab 

headlines all over the world. The most horrendous 
murders that took place during the decade of New  
Wave and permed hair are detailed in Murders That 

Shocked the World – 1980s. Among those profiled are 
serial killers Andrei Chikatilo, Fred West, Dennis Nilsen 
and Bobby Joe Long, while the unsolved murders of 
Margaret and Seana Tapp, and Swedish politician and 

statesman Olof Palme, also are investigated.

murDerS ThaT 
ShockeD The worlD: 
caSeS From The 1980S

MICHAEL COWTON

 • Format: Softback 198mm x 128mm       

  • ISBN: 978-1-911658-46-7     

 •  BIC: BTC • Price: £7.99 US: $11.99   

  • Release date: APRIL 30TH, 2020   • Pages: 200 

murDerS ThaT 
ShockeD The worlD: 
caSeS From The 1990S

MICHAEL COWTON
There are monikers that chill to the bone. The ‘Green 

River Killer’, The Beast’, ‘The Chessboard Killer’, ‘Dr 
Death’, infamous serial killers such as Gary Ridgway, Luis 

Gavarito, Alexander Pichushkin and Harold Shipman, 
who spread fear throughout neighbourhoods, towns 
and cities. Murders That Shocked the World – 1990s 

covers these and more in a gripping narrative, relaying 
disturbing stories of people who murdered for abnormal 
psychological gratification, alongside unsolved crimes like 

those of television presenter Jill Dando, and American 
rapper and actor Tupac Shakur.

 • Format: Softback 198mm x 128mm       

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-55-9     

 •  BIC: BTC • Price: £7.99 US: $11.99   

 • Release date: JULY 31ST, 2020   • Pages 200  
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with Michael Cowton

JOHN
BURTON-RACE

THE AUTHORISED BIOGRAPHY

THE MAN, THE MAGIC & THE MAYHEM

john BurTon-
race  

The man  
The magic anD  

The mayhem
MICHAEL COWTON

A prodigious talent stalked by controversy, 
celebrity chef John Burton-Race has 

always lived life on the edge, and remains 
nothing if not pragmatic. “I wear people 
down. I’m a bit of a basket case.” Born in 
Singapore in 1957 to a British diplomat 
father, Burton-Race helped the family 

chef while being exposed to global tastes 
and flavours that still influence his style 
of cooking. He worked under renowned 
chef Raymond Blanc at Le Manoir aux 

Quat’Saisons and when Blanc opened Le 
Petit Blanc in Oxford, he turned to Burton-
Race to head the kitchen. Here the young, 
aspiring chef would win his first Michelin 
star. Three years later he opened his own 

restaurant, L’Ortolan in Berkshire. Awarded 
two Michelin stars, the achievement was 
repeated in 2000 at John Burton-Race 

Restaurant at London’s Landmark Hotel. 
Television viewers, however, bore witness to 
his mercurial nature in the fly-on-the-wall 

series French Leave and Return of the Chef, 
and an appearance on I’m A Celebrity… 
Get Me Out Of Here ended in disaster 
when his second wife closed his Devon 

restaurant while he was in the Australian 
bush. Possessed of an innate talent for 

self destruction, John Burton-Race is still 
driven, still complex, still controversial, still 

living life at 100 miles an hour. 
 This is his story. 

 • Format: Hardback  240mm x 165mm 

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-41-2 • Pages: 200 

 • Release date: MARCH 27TH, 2020     

 • Price: £20  US: $29.99  • BIC: WBB BG 

About the author: Michael Cowton honed his 
journalistic skills on national newspapers as a features 
writer, columnist and chief sub-editor, working 
variously for the Daily Express, The Observer and Mail 
On Sunday. As a published biographer, his writing 
credits include works on the bands Level 42 and Pet 
Shop Boys. A former magazine editor and visiting 
lecturer in media studies, he is currently employed 
as a production editor for a major publishing house. 
Married with two children, he lives in Lincolnshire. 
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The evoluTion oF  
The cuSTom ScooTer

An unparalleled moral panic gripped the people of Britain during the spring of 1964 
as two bitterly opposed domestic factions, the like of which had not been seen 

before, clashed in the nation’s seafront towns. The Mods and the Rockers had grown 
in numbers throughout the decade’s early years and by Easter ’64 their ranks and 
their differences had become so great that they could no longer be ignored. The 

overt hostility these two groups displayed toward each other rose until conflict was 
inevitable. The ominous signs of this impending explosion were spectacularly missed 
by the authorities until it was way too late. In Mods & Rockers, author Gareth Brown 
explains the genesis of both movements right through from their conception to the 

cell splitting that separated them. It closely studies their development, and most 
importantly, highlights their enduring impact on the popular culture of today.

moDS & rockerS
GARETH BROWN

 • Format: Hardback 250mm x 190mm     •  ISBN: 978-1-911658-48-1 •  BIC: WGC    

 • Release date: MAY 1ST, 2020      • Price: £14.99 US:  $22.99 • Pages: 144      

  • Format: Hardback 250mm x 190mm    •  ISBN: 978-1-911658-38-2  •  BIC: WGC       

  •  Price: £14.99 US: $22.99 • Pages: 144    • Release date: MAY 22ND, 2020           

lamBreTTa & veSpa STreeT racerS

Young scooter owners of the 1960s had a seemingly insatiable appetite for speed and 
power. Shops appeared offering performance tuning services for the first time and a new 

era of scootering dawned. 
The scene went underground in the 1970s but the release of Quadrophenia inspired a 

new wave of devotees going into the 1980s. The introduction of the TS1 cylinder kit for the 
Lambretta and the T5 Vespa by Piaggio took the tuning scene in a new direction. 

Now the pure Lambretta and Vespa street racer came to the forefront. Owners blew 
huge budgets and their stunning creations took these machines to a new level. Today the 
Lambretta and Vespa Street racer scene continues to thrive. Author Stuart Owen traces 

the development of Lambretta and Vespa tuning down the decades using dozens of rare 
period images and highlighting every significant technological milestone along the way. 

STUART OWEN

  • Format: Hardback 250mm x 190mm       •  ISBN: 978-1-911658-60-3  •  BIC: WGC   

 • Release date: SEPTEMBER 18TH, 2020    • Price: £14.99  US:  $22.99  • Pages: 144   

STUART OWEN
Lambretta and Vespa scooters dominated the British two-wheeled market from the 

1950s into the 1960s. Functional commuter machines gave way to chrome mirrors 
and lights then extravagantly painted murals of the 1980s. Owners began using 

their scooters as canvases upon which to express themselves. Rivalries sprang up 
and as competition between owners grew, so too did the outrageousness of their 

creations. Today the custom scooter scene thrives and is a strong as it ever has been 
– with fresh creations showcasing the talents and imaginations of their owners like 
never before. More and more people are reminiscing about the iconic scooters of 

yesteryear and the movement shows no signs of waning. 
This book goes right back to the beginning to look at how it all started, the different 

styles each decade produced and the most famous machines ever built.
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we’re all going  
To Die here

Ten yearS inSiDe a philippino 
priSon - The True STory

KEVIN TAYLOR
British former recruitment firm boss Kevin Taylor was arrested 
on fraud charges in the Philippines in May 2009 and held for 

five years without trial. In prison he faced fights and flooding but 
worse was to come. In 2014, he and his wife Charlene were both 
convicted of fraud and sentenced to 12 years. This time he was 
subjected to constant searches, violence, corruption, rampant 

drug abuse and was even witness to the murder of fellow 
inmates. Changes in the law meant he was released early in 2018 
– only to find himself held in a deportation centre. Fresh changes 
were laid in 2019. We’re All Going to Die Here is a vivid cautionary 
tale of a British man’s life within one of the most notorious prison 

systems in the world.

miSSion To marS

   • Format: Softback 198mm x 128mm   • Pages: 200    

   • ISBN: 978-1-911658-31-3 • BIC: BM BTC      

   • Release date: MAY 6th, 2020      • Price: £7.99 US: $11.99  

 • Format: Hardback  240mm x 165mm • ISBN: 978-1-911658-07-8 

 • Release date: MAY 20TH, 2020              

 • Price: £16.99  US: $25.99  • PAGES: 250 • BIC: PGS             

DAVID BAKER
For as long as humans have gazed up at points of light in 
the night sky, the mysterious red planet Mars has held an 

irresistible fascination. As the planet in our solar system most 
likely to be capable of supporting life after Earth,  

many questions about its origin and evolution have arisen 
alongside speculation about its potential as a new home for 

migrating human colonists.
Since 1964, Mars has been a magnet for fly-by  

spacecraft, orbiters, landers and roving vehicles. Plans have 
been laid to send astronauts on these routes pioneered by 

robots too - but the questions remain. Just what do we know 
about the Red Planet? Where has this knowledge come 

from? Can we really live there?
This book tells the exciting story of the spacecraft sent to 

explore an alien world that has fascinated humans  
for centuries and determine whether life might be found  

there. Mars is humankind’s next great goal in space.  
The new Space Race has begun!
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one Size DoeS 
noT FiT all

LISA JANSEN
AVAILABLE NOW

Softback £9.99
ISBN:  978-1-911658-00-9

FerguSon: a 
Farming  

revoluTion
TIM BOLTON

On sale: MARCH 28TH, 
2020

Softback £12.99
ISBN:  978-1-911658-22-1

one man  
on a Bike

RICHARD GEORGIOU
AVAILABLE NOW

Softback £7.99
ISBN:  978-1-911658-13-9 

we Don’T go 
Far BuT

we Do See liFe
KEITH HARRIS

AVAILABLE NOW
Softback £7.99

ISBN:  978-1-911658-16-0  

ScooTer 
BoyS

GARETH BROWN
AVAILABLE NOW
Hardback £14.99

ISBN: 978-1-911658-37-5  

murDerS ThaT 
ShockeD The 
worlD - 70S

MICHAEL COWTON
AVAILABLE NOW

Softback £7.99
ISBN:  978-1-911658-28-3

The BaD 
DeTecTive

BOB GORDON
On sale: MAY 20TH, 

2020
Softback £7.99

ISBN: 978-1-911658-36-8

colin Seeley
JAMES ROBINSON

On sale: MARCH 7TH, 
2020

Softback £7.99
ISBN: 978-1-911658-39-9
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glouceSTerShire, 
warwickShire STeam 

railway journey  
chelTenham racecourSe  

To BroaDway  
PAUL STRATFORD

50 yearS oF railwayS arounD BriSTol
Telling the story of Bristol area railways over the last 50 years, this publication 
is lavishly illustrated, including many photos taken by rail employees that give 
a unique insight to railways around Bristol and the surrounding area. Included 
are well known locations but also railway byways and those serving industrial 

Avonmouth, now long lost. Also with photographic insights taken at train-care and 
maintenance depots, industrial plants and within signal boxes in the area; which still 

exist or have long now disappeared. 
 The book charts the decline and resurrection of railways around Bristol and its 

surrounding area, coming right up-to date with latest electrification works, coming 
from Bristol Area re-signalling in 1970. 

Featuring relevant extracts of official rail publications including unique archive 
material and a unique set of maps over each decade recording the changes to the 
railways around Bristol to give a unique insight and record of railways around the 

city and surrounding area where rail was and is key to its success.

The history and the remarkable rebuilding of the former section of the 
Great Western Railway from Broadway to Cheltenham Racecourse 
by the volunteer led Gloucestershire Warwickshire Steam Railway 

has been well documented. Supported financially by share issues, 
donations, membership subscriptions, legacies and surpluses from 
operating revenue, the volunteers have relaid the permanent way, 

rebuilt stations and signal boxes, built new facilities, purchased and 
restored the rolling stock. However like most heritage railways, the 

locomotives, most of which are steam, are not owned by the railway, but by independent owning groups and societies 
which hire them to the railway, either on a long term, seasonal or short term hire arrangement for special events and galas.

The very first passenger train to operate on the GWSR on 27 April 1984 was hauled by ‘Cadbury’ an Avonside 0-4-0 tank 
locomotive, then owned by the Dowty Railway Preservation Society whose base was at Ashchurch in Gloucestershire. 

Hunslet No. 2409 ‘King George’ was rescued from the scrap merchants by the GWSR and restored to running order and 
in 2001 became the first steam locomotive to reach Cheltenham Racecourse station. After withdrawal from service ‘King 

George’ was subsequently sold to the Didcot Railway Centre.

  • Format: Hardback 169mm x 239mm      

   • ISBN: 978-1-857945-56-0 

  • Release date: JULY 24TH, 2020      

  • Price: £25 • Pages: 128  • BIC: WGF WQN 

 • Format: 
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About the author: Paul Stanford is a 4th generation railway worker. He started his railway 
career at Bristol 35 years ago when he was 16. He worked in operations and commercial 
functions - including working there in the 1980s and 90s. In his formative railway years he 
worked Avonmouth Area Signal Boxes on his days off; to improve his railway and rule book 
knowledge. The past 5 years has seen him lead efforts to renew and enhance the railways on 
the Western Region. He is currently a Programme Director for Network Rail. 

As a keen cyclist he enjoys the countryside; combining this with an interest in photography; 
bird-spotting and architecture.  He has volunteered in the heritage railway sector since he 
was 14; notably over 30 years spent on Bristol’s Avon Valley Railway and more recently on 
the Lincolnshire Coast Light Railway, a narrow gauge railway, home to a Bristol built steam 
locomotive named Jurassic.

He is married to Fiona and their two sons Oliver and Toby are both at University.

PAUL STANFORD
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moDel 
railwayS 

explaineD 
(BeyonD The 
Beginning) 
Brian Lambert
On sale: APRIL 

24TH, 2020
Softback £20  

• BIC: WGF
ISBN:  

978-1-857945-45-4

The 
newcomer’S 

guiDe To 
moDel 

railwayS

Brian Lambert
AVAILABLE NOW

Softback £17.99  
• BIC: WGF 

ISBN:  
978-1-857943-29-0

railwayS & recollecTionS  
The STaTely TrainS 

collecTion
Mike Heath

On sale: JUNE 24TH, 2020
Softback £8 • BIC: WGF WQN

ISBN: 978-1-85794-575-1

Bure valley railway (2ND eDiTion)
locomoTive recollecTionS  
no 7903 Foremarke hall

Gerry Balding & Andrew Barnes 
On sale: JUNE 24TH, 2020

Softback £6 • BIC: WGF WQN
ISBN: 978-1-85794-580-5

John Cruxon
On sale: JUNE 24TH, 2020

Softback £8 • BIC: WGF WQN
ISBN: 978-1-85794-573-7
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In his earlier book The Last Years of BR Steam Around 
Bath (Silver Link Railways & Recollections No. 64, 
2016), the author described his early interest in 

trainspotting in 1959/60. At the time the changing 
railway scene was all too evident. The author 

therefore decided to attempt to record these changes 
pictorially, initially using his Box Brownie camera. This 

book extends his search from Bath to the lines of 
BR’s Western Region in the neighbouring counties, an 

area often referred to as ‘Wessex’. Here the region’s 
boundary is taken as the one which existed between 

1959 and 1962. Subsequent major changes to this 
boundary are also described.

Each chapter follows one of the region’s mainlines 
through the area. These include the former Midland 

lines from Bristol along with the northern half of the 
old Somerset & Dorset Joint Railway from Bath (Green 

Park) to Templecombe. Points of particular interest 
to a ‘trainspotter’ of the day along each line are noted 

while lists of numbers, compiled by the author, are 
given for many of the engine sheds passed. 

Photographic coverage extends from 1960 to the 
last steam workings which, on the Western Region, 
(almost) ended in December 1965. Coverage of the 

early scene is much enhanced by the inclusion of the 
colour photographs of M E J Deane which appear 
courtesy of Ian Bennett. The lines of BR’s Southern 

Region during this period are described by the author 
in a companion volume The Last Days of BR Steam in 

Wessex - Southern Region. 

The laST DayS oF  
Br STeam in weSSex 

weSTern region
PHILIP HORTON

This book forms the last part of a trilogy by the same 
author which records the decline of BR steam in 

‘Wessex’. The author’s first book The Last Years of BR 
Steam Around Bath (Silver Link Railways & Recollections 
No. 64, 2016) describes the situation in and around the 
city. The author soon extended his search to the lines in 
the neighbouring counties. His second book, The Last 
Days of BR Steam in Wessex - Western Region (Silver 

Link Railways & Recollections No. 110, 2020), covers the 
lines of BR’s Western Region.

In this book the same treatment is given to the lines 
of BR’s Southern Region. Each chapter follows the 

region’s mainlines, including the southern half of the old 

Somerset & Dorset. The boundaries of the two regions 
are as they existed between 1959 and 1962.

The major changes to regional boundaries which 
occurred subsequently, which particularly affected 
the SR lines, are also described. Points of particular 

interest to a ‘trainspotter’ of the day along each line is 
noted while lists of numbers, compiled by the author, 
are given for the engine sheds passed. Photographic 

coverage extends from 1960 to the last steam workings 
which, on the Southern Region lasted until July 1967. 

Coverage of the early scene is much enhanced by the 
inclusion of the colour photographs of M E J Deane 

which appear courtesy of Ian Bennett.

 • Format: Softback 169mm x 238mm           

 • ISBN: 978-1-85794-577-5 • BIC: WGF WQN   • Pages: 64   

 • Release date: OCTOBER 24TH, 2020  • Price: £8       

The laST DayS oF 
Br STeam in weSSex 

SouThern region
PHILIP HORTON
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The norTh yorkShire 
moorS railway anD 
The eSk valley line 
– paST anD preSenT 

volume 5 
 (STanDarD eDiTion) 

JOHN HUNT

 • Format: Softback 238mm x 172mm  • Pages: 160 

 • ISBN: 978-1-858953-02-1 • BIC: WGF WQN           

 • Release date: AUGUST 24TH, 2020  •  Price: £20  

The latest North Yorkshire Moors Railway volume of British 
Railways Past and Present covers the line from the Network Rail 

terminus at Whitby to the heritage railway from Grosmont to 
Pickering and on to Malton – as well as the Esk Valley line from 

Grosmont to Battersby and Middlesbrough.
Once again, in true ‘Past and Present’ style, John Hunt presents 
a completely new selection of ‘past’ views that have been paired 
with their present-day equivalents to tell the unfolding story of 

one of Britain’s most popular heritage lines.
During its 50th anniversary in 2017 the NYMR celebrated 

everything it has achieved since its inception back in 1967; it now 
carries around 350,000 passengers each year, has an annual 

turnover of more than £5 million, employs more than 100 paid 
staff in the peak season, and is supported by an even greater 

number of volunteers, who actually run the trains. All this is a far 
cry its lowest ebb back in March 1965.

Meanwhile, the fortunes of the 35-mile Whitby-Middlesbrough 
Esk Valley line have also been turned round, and it is now 

supported by the Esk Valley Railway Development Company set 
up in 2003, which was designated a Community Rail Partnership 

in 2005 by the Department for Transport. Apart from the 
essential service of bringing Esk Valley students to school, the 

number of visitors to Whitby has grown since 2003.
This is the fifth volume of British Railways Past and Present 

dedicated to the North Yorkshire Moors Railway  
and the third in colour. 

 

About the author: John Hunt will be well known to Nostalgia 
Collection readers having written several previous books 
for Silver Link and Past & Present Publishing. Perhaps less 
well known is that John is a regular member of the footplate 
crew for the Jocobite service both driving and firing the 
various steam locomotives used on the route. When not on 
the’Jacobite’ John can also be found on main line steam 
specials and the North Yorkshire Moors Railway.

limiTeD 

eDiTion

The Limited Edition contains 32 exclusive extra pages looking behind 
the scenes of the NYMR and featuring many of the people who 

operate it. Some staff and volunteers will be familiar to passengers 
who travel on the railway but there are many more who are not so 

visible. Without the dedication and enthusiasm of the whole team the 
railway would not be the success that it is today.
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CHRIS HARRIS

  • Format: Softback 169mm x 238mm  

  •  ISBN: 978-1-85794-578-2   

  •  BIC: WGCF • Price: £6  • Pages: 48 

  • Release date: OCTOBER 24TH 2020   

hanTS & DorSeT recollecTionS:  
The Final 20 yearS

The last 20 years of Hants & Dorset – from 1963 to 1983 – were particularly 
eventful; significant happenings included taking over the management of the 

Salisbury-based Wilts & Dorset Motor Services, becoming part of the National Bus 
Company with a change of fleet livery from green to red, serious vehicle shortages, 
the gradual conversion to 100% driver only operation, and many other milestones.

This book illustrates the period, and fully captures the atmosphere  
of this fascinating time in local history; few people in 1963 could have  

predicted the happenings of the coming two decades, or how different  
the transport scene would look by 1983.

 •  Format: Softback 169mm x 238mm    •  ISBN: 978-1-85794-574-4        

 •  BIC: WGCF  •  Price: £8  • Pages: 64     • Release date: JUNE 24TH 2020   

HENRY CONN
BuSeS, coacheS anD recollecTionS: 1979

The wonderful buses and coaches of 1979 are showcased in this fully illustrated volume. 
It was an eventful year which saw the end of the ‘Winter of Discontent’, the Royal 

Navy’s withdrawal from Malta, the opening of the Jubilee Line and Margaret Thatcher 
becoming Prime Minister. Among the vehicles pictured are rare and unusual models 
as well as types that will be familiar to older readers. This series is intended to build 

into a collection placing road transport in the context of key events, thus providing an 
historical perspective of travel in times past.

PETER EDGE-STENSON

  • Format: Softback 169mm x 238mm       •  ISBN: 978-1-85794-583-6                 

  •  BIC: WGC  •  Price: £8 •  Pages: 64      • Release date: OCTOBER 24TH 2020   

roaD TranSporT recollecTionS:  
The eaST miDlanDS From The 

1950S To The 1990S
 

Peter G. Edge-Stenson takes a nostalgic look back at the flats, tippers, tankers 
and specialist vehicles operated in the East Midlands from the 1950s to 

the 1990s. They’re pictured carrying a wide range of loads under a variety of 
conditions - there’s even a section featuring circus and amusement vehicles, 

many of which have been adapted from more standard machines. 

Tram & TrolleyBuS  
recollecTionS 1958

  • Format: Softback 169mm x 238mm       •  ISBN: 978-1-85794-584-3  

  •  BIC: WGCF •  Price: £8  •  Pages: 64     • Release date: OCTOBER 24TH 2020   

HENRY CONN
Trams operating in Sheffield, Leeds and Glasgow during 1958 are covered in 

this new fully illustrated volume as well as the London Trolleybus network. The 
latter had a fleet of more than 1800 vehicles at its peak, plying more than 60 

different routes - but it all came to an end when the system finally closed in 1962. 
Enthusiasts and former passengers alike will enjoy this nostalgic look back to a 

bygone era of public transport.
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The STeam 
engineS oF worlD 
war ii in europe

PHILIP HORTON Few events had a greater influence on 
Europe’s railways in the 20th century than the 
Second World War.  As described in this book, 
thousands of steam engines were produced 
for the conflict by all sides. Although many 

were damaged during the war, most survived. 
Indeed, many of the British and American 

engines arrived in Europe too late and were immediately put into store. They and  
their German contemporaries were to form a mainstay of the peacetime railways of Europe  
and Great Britain, in many cases until the end of steam. Many other ex-war engines found  

employment on the Continent’s heritage railways. 
The author first encountered these engines while trainspotting in the late 1950s. At the end of GB steam 
he extended his interest to the Continent. With the help of like-minded enthusiasts this book records 

his pursuit of these engines, when they were still at work and in preservation.

 • Format: Hardback 169mm x 238mm   • ISBN: 978-1-857945-69-0     
 • Release date: SEPTEMBER 24TH, 2020   • Price: £25  US: $39.99 • Pages: 144 • BIC: WGF 

About the author: Philip Horton was born in Bath in 1947 and was educated there before leaving to go to 
university. He developed an early interest in two rather disparate subjects: natural history and railways.  
Both have stayed with him, the first as a career, the second as a hobby.

In 1969 he graduated with an Honours Degree in Botany from University College London and joined the 
Nature Conservancy Council as their field officer for Wiltshire. After posts in Kent and North Yorkshire he 
joined the NCC’s Peterborough office in 1985. The family moved to Castle Bytham in Lincolnshire where 
Philip and his wife Susan still live. 

He started trainspotting in 1959 when BR was in a state of flux, culminating in 1963 with the publication 
of the Beeching Report. Already fascinated by railways, he realised that the scene would be changed 
forever. He decided that he would try to travel on as many of the lines affected as possible. Starting in 
south-west England, he eventually covered many lines in both England and Wales. These included one 
of his favourites, the former Somerset & Dorset from Bath Green Park to Bournemouth. Since then he 
has followed and photographed Britain’s railway scene. After the end of BR steam in 1968 he turned 
his attention to the Continent and travelled widely in both Western and Eastern Europe, in many cases 
travelling with his wife, who is a linguist. In recent years he has made good use of the material collected in a 
series of books published by Silver Link.

He has had numerous articles published on a wide range of railway-related topics over more than 30 
years. Latterly he has been a regular contributor to the magazine Narrow Gauge World. It is, however, only 
since his retirement from English Nature that his first book: Volume 1 of his ‘Beeching Legacy’ series: ‘The 
West Country’, based on his travels in the 1960s, was published by Silver Link in 2010. Four more volumes 
followed, which cover the whole of Wales and southern England respectively. A second edition of Volume 1 
is about to be published.



SILVER LINK

30 For trade enquiries, see back page                       MORTONS BOOKS 2020

Graham Nicholas traces the journey of trainspotter and rail 
photographer Norman Harrop through the 1950s golden age 
of steam and beyond. The story begins during steam’s Indian 
Summer from 1957-1960 when Norman captured the glory of 

the traditional steam railway in his colour slides. 
The winds of change were blowing from 1961 to 1964 as 

Norman recorded early production diesels and electrification 
schemes beginning to displace top link locos onto secondary 

workings. He regularly travelled to the four corners of the 
network, to the South West, Scotland and the North East, 
photographing the scenes he encountered along the way.

During the period of 1965-1968 the frenetic urge to  
record the passing of the steam locomotive was gaining 
momentum. Despite the ever more depressing scenes, 

Norman stuck with it to create his own poignant record of  
the final run down of steam.

Located in the North West, Norman was one of several railway 
enthusiasts who congregated at Stockport Edgeley shed, 

leading to the successful campaign to save Stanier Jubilee 
45596 ‘Bahamas’. The story of its entry into preservation was 

comprehensively captured on Norman’s camera.
From 1969 to 1975, Norman’s preservation career with 
‘Bahamas’ continued with the creation of the Dinting  

Railway Centre, together with capturing scenes at other 
preservation centres and early mainline preserved locos.  

The book concludes with the legendary 1975 Shildon 
cavalcade where Norman had a privileged view  

behind the scenes.

BriTiSh STeam in  
colour 1957 - 1975: a perSonal 

journey Through The colour SliDe 
collecTion oF norman harrop

GRAHAM NICHOLAS

Helston is world-famous for its annual ‘Furry Dance’, which 
takes place in early May to welcome the spring. For transport 
enthusiasts, however, it is equally famous as the location of 

the most southerly railway station in the UK, and the starting 
point of the first railway-operated motor omnibus service in 

Great Britain, introduced by the GWR in 1903.
 Although plans for a railway were laid in the 1840s, it was not 
until May 1887 that the branch from Gwinear Road opened, 

winding through the Cornish countryside to Helston, some 8 
miles away. In 1898 it was taken over by the GWR and settled 
down to the quiet existence of a rural branch line serving the 

local community.
 Rumours of closure began to circulate in the early 1960s, and 

in November 1962 the last passenger train ran, even before 
Dr Beeching took his axe to the BR system. This was the first 

branch in Cornwall to lose its passenger service since the war. 
Goods traffic continued for a further two years, then the line 

was closed and lifted.
 Happily that was not to be the end of the story. The Helston 

Railway Preservation Society was formed in 2001, and in 

2005 work began to 
clear more than 40 
years of vegetation 

between Nancegollan 
and Truthall Halt. Track-

laying commenced 
in 2006, and by the 

early summer of 2010 
a new station had 

been completed at 
Trevarno; the project was subsequently awarded the Ian Allan 

Publishing Heritage Railway of the Year Award.
 May 2012 marked the 125th anniversary of the  

opening of the Helston Railway, and the first edition of this 
fully illustrated history of the branch, from inception to 

closure, was published to mark that important date and  
to celebrate the re-commencement of passenger services  

on one small part of the line as a new popular tourist 
attraction. This new expanded 2nd edition brings the  

story up to date.
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The helSTon railway  
paST & preSenT (new eDiTion)

CHRIS HEAPS
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• Release date:  
AVAILABLE NOW!
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The Beeching 
legacy The weST 

counTry  
expanDeD

PHILIP HORTON

• Format: Hardback 213mm x 276mm  

  • ISBN: 978-1-857945-64-5  
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The phoTographic
arTiSTry oF rail

cameramen 2 
JOHN HILLIER

Devon  
& cornwall  
railFreighT

 • Format:  
Hardback 276mm x 213mm 
• ISBN: 978-1-857944-73-0

 • Release date: 
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BriTiSh railwayS 
paST anD preSenT:  

SwinDon To BriSTol 
By BoTh rouTeS
JOHN STRETTON AND  

TIM MADDOCKS

a TranSporT Travelogue 
oF BriTain By roaD, rail 

anD waTer 1948-1972 
CEDRIC GREENWOOD
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DAVID MITCHELL
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