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Mortons was founded in 1885 and is a highly respected independent 
publisher of books, bookazines and magazines. The company specialises in 
producing high quality publications on topics ranging from railway, military 

and aviation history to consumer issues, hobbies, crime and politics.

GRESLEY
Britain’s unparalleled history of great railways and locomotives is what Gresley 
Books seeks to explore, explain and celebrate. Everything is covered from the 
pioneering days of the early railways to the golden age of steam, the devastating 
Beeching cuts, the British Rail days, preservation and the ongoing story of modern 

diesels and electrics.

GALLANTRY
War and warfare in all its many forms is the realm of Gallantry Books. This includes 
the experiences of soldiers and sailors during combat, their lives, their weapons, 
their equipment, their vehicles and their vessels – alongside a broader view of 

history’s greatest battles, sieges and campaigns.

TEMPEST
All aspects of aviation history are covered in authoritative detail by Tempest Books. 
The aviators and aircraft of the Second World War are profiled by our titles alongside 
more modern fighters, bombers, reconnaissance aircraft and transports. ‘Secret 
projects’ and experimental designs are also an important part of the Tempest 

Books portfolio.

BANOVALLUM
Banovallum Books explores a huge range of modern interests and experiences – 
from veganism to venomous spiders, from composting to communism, from knitting 
to fitness. Covering consumer and leisure topics of every variety, Banovallum Books 
is dedicated to producing high quality titles which offer readers an informed and 

informative look at lifestyle and specialist subjects.

TIMESPAN
Shedding new light on the secrets and mysteries of history is the aim of Timespan 
Books. Whether it’s the story of ancient Egypt’s 30 dynasties, a biography of Henry 
VIII’s wives, the slave trade in the 1700s, an account of the Suffragette movement 

or a recollection of the music of the 1980s, it has a home at Timespan.

ABOUT US

These topics and more are covered by Mortons Books’ imprints:

SILVER LINK
Silver Link is a renowned rail, maritime, road transport and biography publisher. 
Recently acquired by Mortons Books and incorporating the imprints Past and 
Present and The Nostalgia Collection, Silver Link offers a wide range of titles aimed 

at the enthusiast and nostalgia markets.
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Mortons Media Group is preparing to launch a new 
range of non-fiction books - from railway, military 
and aviation history to consumer issues, hobbies, 
crime and politics. If you would  
like to hear more about our upcoming  
book releases and special offers,  
sign up to our newsletter.
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OUR LATEST BOOKS? – 
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We TogeTher:  
451 and 453 

SquadronS aT 
War

ADAM LUNNEY
This is not a tale of fighter aces shouting “Tally-

Ho” and shooting down every plane in sight. It is 
the history of a group of men who were bonded 

by war and their love of flying. 451 and 453 (RAAF) 
Squadrons were both formed in 1941 and would 

both fly and fight until the end of the Second 
World War. While 451 was sent to North Africa and 
equipped with Hurricanes, 453 was deployed to 
Singapore, flying Brewster Buffalos against the 

Japanese. Later they would both join the war in 
Europe, flying sorties together against V2 sites and 
dive-bombing targets ahead of the Allied advance. 
There are moments of excitement, pain, suffering, 
fear, boredom and laughter. Many families of the 
pilots involved do not even know the full story of 

the squadron. This book is not just the  
history according to the official record, but is the 
history informed by all available sources. Author 
Adam Lunney’s first book, Ready to Strike: The 

Spitfires and Australians of 453 (RAAF) Squadron 
over Normandy was highly commended by 

the Chief of Air Force (RAAF) in the 2018 RAAF 
Heritage Awards.

 • Format: Hardback  240mm x 165mm 

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-35-1  

 • Release date: MARCH 6TH, 2020     

 • Price: £14.99  US: $22.99      

 • PAGES: 300 • BIC: HBW    

•  Discover the history of two Royal  
 Australian Air Force fighter squadrons  
 that saw front line service during WW2
• Includes gripping accounts of aerial   
 combat and Spitfire ground-attack missions
• Written by acclaimed RAAF historian Adam  
 Lunney based on original sources and   
 veteran interviews
• Features rare and previously unseen   
 photographs

About the author: Adam Lunney is a Sydney-based 
military historian and author. He has had a life-
long interest in military history and has read widely 
on the subject for more than 30 years. He holds a 
Master of Arts (Military History) from UNSW College 
at the Australian Defence Force Academy and is a 
member of the Spitfire Association (Australia). Adam 
has travelled to World War II battlefields from the 
Solomon Islands to Europe, including Normandy 
and Arnhem. Adam’s last book, Ready to Strike: The 
Spitfires and Australians of 453 (RAAF) Squadron 
over Normandy (2018), was awarded a ‘Highly 
Commended’ honour by the Chief of the Air Force in 
the 2018 RAAF Heritage Awards, and was described 
as having ‘great heritage value’.
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SecreT ProjecTS  
of The LufTWaffe -  

VoL 2 - BomBerS 1939 -1945

SecreT ProjecTS
  

of The LufTWaffe -  
VoL 1 - jeT fighTerS 1939 -1945

DAN SHARP
Germany’s air ministry was quick to grasp the potential of the jet engine 

as early as 1938 and by 1939 several German aircraft manufacturers were 
already working on fighter designs that would utilise this new form of 

propulsion. Rocket engines too were seen as the way of the future and 
companies were commissioned to design fighters around them.

As the Second World War began, the urgent need to bring these advanced 
new types into production saw a host of innovative aircraft designs being 

produced which would eventually result in Messerschmitt’s Me 262 jet 
fighter and the Me 163 rocket-propelled interceptor.

And as the war progressed, efforts were increasingly made to find better 
ways of utilising jet, rocket and latterly ramjet engines in fighter aircraft.
Aviation companies from across Germany set their finest minds to the 

task and produced some of the most radical aircraft designs the world had 
ever seen. They proposed rotating wing ramjet fighters, arrowhead-shaped 
rammers, rocket-firing bat-winged gun platforms, sleek speed machines, 

tailless flying wings, tiny mini fighters and a host of others ranging from 
deadly-looking advanced fighters to downright dangerous vertical launch 

interceptors.
Secret Projects of the Luftwaffe Volume 1: Jet Fighters 1939-1945 by Dan 

Sharp, based on original research using German wartime documents, 
offers the most complete and authoritative account yet of these 

fascinating designs through previously unseen photographs, illustrations 
and period documentation from archives around the world.

DAN SHARP 
Dozens of top secret bomber designs were drawn up by the 

Germans during the Second World War, including gigantic flying 
wings, sleek jet bombers, asymmetrical bombers with the 

cockpit and weapons turrets on the ends of their wings and even 
enormous carriers for single-seat suicide bombers.

Starting with Heinkel’s He 177, the most advanced bomber design 
of its day in 1936, author Dan Sharp looks at the huge variety of 
bomber projects produced during the days of the Third Reich, 

uncovering a host of original and previously unseen documents 
to offer an unrivalled look at bombers such as the Arado E 470, 

E 555 and previously unknown Arado types, Junkers Ju 488, 
Focke-Wulf Ta 400 and Fw 300, Blohm & Voss P 163 and BV 

250, Messerschmitt P 1107 and P 1108, He 343 and the so-called 
Daimler-Benz projects.

Secret Projects of the Third Reich Volume 2: Bombers 1939-
1945 is a companion volume for Secret Projects of the Luftwaffe 

Volume 1: Jet Fighters 1939-1945 and includes numerous new 
and period illustrations. 

 • Format: Hardback 288mm x 222mm   

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-08-5 

 • Release date: November 8TH, 2019     

 • Price: £27.50 US: $39.99  

 • PAGES: 250 • BIC: JWMV3 

 • Format: Hardback 288mm x 222mm     

 •  ISBN: 978-1-911658-09-2 • BIC: JWMV3 

 • Release date: FEBRUARY 28TH, 2020     

 • Price: £27.50 US: $39.99 • PAGES: 250  
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SecreT ProjecTS of The  
LufTWaffe: meSSerSchmiTT me 262

DAN SHARP
The first jet fighter to enter service and see combat anywhere in the world, 
the Messerschmitt Me 262 was a deadly technological marvel – yet it was 
also difficult to produce, dangerously unreliable and extremely vulnerable 
during takeoff and landing. Despite these flaws, its graceful swept wings, 
aggressive shark-like profile and undoubted combat abilities made it a 

legend. The aircraft underwent rapid development during its short front 
line career and numerous unusual variants were designed and produced. 

German Secret Projects: Messerschmitt Me 262 Versions examines  
unusual production models alongside one-offs and drawing board  

projects. More than 30 designs are detailed, including the Me 262 A-1a/U1-
5, Me 262 A-1b, Me 262 A-2a/U1-2, Me 262 B-1a, Me 262 B-1a/U1, Me 262 
B-2a, Me 262 C-1a-3a, Me 262 D-1, Me 262 E-1 and E-2, Me 262 HG I-III,  

Me 262 W, Me 262 Mistel, P 1099A-B, P 1100, Me 262 Interzeptor I-III, 
Aufklärer I-II and Schnellbomber I-III.

DAN SHARP
The story of the Messerschmitt Me 109’s ultimate development, the Blohm 
& Voss BV 155, begins in 1942 with plans to split the Me 109 family into three 

branches – a standard fighter, a high-altitude fighter and a carrier-based 
fighter. Initially these were known as the Me 409 but later became the Me 155 

A, B and C. The project was given to the French to develop, where it stalled. 
But when Germany got its first taste of what the USAAF’s bomber force 

was capable of – suffering huge damage to its war-critical industries as a 
result of massed raids on its factories and cities – work on the Me 155 B was 
recommenced as a matter of urgency. With the Me 262 consuming most of 
Messerschmitt’s design capacity, the project was then passed on to a sub-

contractor: Blohm & Voss. Richard Vogt, B&V’s chief designer, quickly realised 
that Messerschmitt had made very little progress on the design and was 
forced to begin again almost from scratch. In just over a year, a prototype  
was built and flown – but the war ended before production could begin.

SecreT ProjecTS of The 
LufTWaffe: BLohm & VoSS BV 155

 • Release date: JANUARY  10TH, 2020   

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-32-0 

SecreT ProjecTS of The 
LufTWaffe: heinkeL he 162

DAN SHARP
The history of the Luftwaffe’s last minute single-jet fighter, the Heinkel He 
162, is neither standard nor straightforward. Originally conceived as the jet 
fighter anyone could fly into combat, the He 162 was designed and built in 

under five months - an astonishing and unparalleled feat of engineering. But 
what emerged was not a simple jet fighter but a tricky ‘widow-maker’ which 

killed far more of its own pilots than it ever did those of the enemy. Going 
back to the original wartime documentation, author Dan Sharp examines the 

story of this remarkable aircraft in detail.

  •  Release date: FEBRUARY  14TH, 2020   • ISBN: 978-1-911658-24-5  

 • Release date: FEBRUARY  14TH, 2020  

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-27-6  

  INFO FOR ALL 3 TITLES:   • Format: Softback 248mm x 184mm  • Price: £12.99 • US: $19.99  • PAGES: 92  • BIC: JWMV3   
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Breaking The 
LufTWaffe:  
uLTra aS a WeaPon  

of The uSaaf
DAN SHARP

The cryptanalysts at Bletchley Park cracked 
the German Enigma code but how did the 
information they deciphered win the war? 

Breaking the Luftwaffe shows how the 
deciphered messages, known as  ULTRA 

intelligence, informed almost every move of 
the USAAF’s Eighth Air Force bomber fleet 

from 1943 to the end of the war. 
Timely transmission intercepts told the 
Americans where and when Luftwaffe 

reinforcements would arrive so their airfields 
could be bombed, it revealed the exact 

location of hidden factories building the Me 
262 jet fighter, it showed what targets the 
Germans would defend to the death and 
what they would allow to be destroyed. 

The fury and desperation of the Germans as 
the daylight bombing raids steadily throttled 
the Luftwaffe is graphically revealed in their 
own words via ULTRA intelligence. Historian 

Dan Sharp assesses the impact of the 
American bombing campaign as it followed 
the guiding light of ULTRA to the Luftwaffe’s 

ultimate destruction.

 • Format: Hardback 240mm x 165mm   

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-10-8    

 • Release date: FEBRUARY 28TH, 2020    

 • Price: £14.99  US: $22.99     

 • PAGES: 400 • BIC: JWMV3     
     
 • Offers a unique insight into the   
  motivations of the USAAF  
  wartime bombing campaign
       • Based on original archival research

 • Includes text of German secret   
  communications

About the author: Dan Sharp studied history at 
the University of Liverpool before beginning a 
career in journalism. Having spent several years as 
the news editor of a regional daily newspaper, he 
switched to motorcycle magazines. His previously 
published works on aviation have covered subjects 
ranging from German Second World War projects to 
Concorde. He lives in Nottinghamshire with his 
wife and two children.
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eagLeS of The LufTWaffe:  
focke-WuLf fW 190

DAN SHARP
When it appeared in the skies over Europe in 1941, the Focke-Wulf Fw 190 
A was the best fighter in the world. It was more than a match for the best 

Spitfires the RAF could field and began shooting them down in ever-
increasing numbers. Only the introduction of the Spitfire IX with its two-

stage supercharged Merlin overturned its supremacy.
Alongside the Messerschmitt Bf 109, the Fw 190 is the iconic fighter of 

the Luftwaffe during the Second World War. It was hugely adaptable and 
fought on nearly all fronts, proving to be a formidable opponent.

The Fw 190 F and G fighter-bombers effectively replaced the Ju 87 Stuka 
in the ground-attack role in the west and provided the Luftwaffe with 

much-needed additional capability.
The Fw 190 was used for the Mistel flying bomb combination  

and as a test aircraft for the Ruhrstahl X-4 wire-guided air-to-air  
missile, and in its Fw 190 A-8 and A-9 forms fought on the front  

line right until the bitter end. This book tells the story of the  
legendary fighter with previously unseen drawings and photos  

which shed new light on the aircraft’s origins.

 • Format: Softback 248mm x 184mm   

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-05-4 • BIC: JWMV3  

 • Release date: NOVEMBER 29TH, 2019     

 • Price: £12.99 US: $19.99 • PAGES: 92    

eagLeS of The LufTWaffe:  
junkerS ju 87 STuka

ANDY SAUNDERS
The Junkers Ju 87 ‘Stuka’ was an aircraft with a single purpose – dive  

bombing the enemy. Attacking in this way had several advantages: it made 
the attacking aircraft more difficult to hit, it allowed pinpoint accuracy in the 

delivery of bombs and it struck terror into the hearts of anyone on the receiving 
end. After its early successes in the West, the Ju 87 went on to become a  
vital part of the war on the Eastern Front right up until the war’s end. In  

Eagles of the Luftwaffe: Junkers Ju 87 Stuka, historian Andy Saunders offers  
a detailed profile of this famous warbird.

  • Format: Softback 248mm x 184mm  • ISBN: 978-1-911658-33-7  • BIC: JWMV3 

  • Release date: FEBRUARY 28TH, 2020  • Price: £12.99 US: $19.99  • PAGES: 92  

fLeeT air arm LegendS:  
SuPermarine Seafire

MATTHEW WILLIS
Renowned naval aviation author Matthew Willis tells the story of the 

Supermarine Seafire – a navalised version of the famous Spitfire adapted 
for use on aircraft carriers. Some 2646 examples were built and saw action 

with the Royal Navy’s Fleet Air Arm from November 1942 until after the 
Korean War in the early 1950s. It was involved in combat during the Allied 
landings in North Africa (Operation Torch), the Allied invasions of Sicily and 
Italy, the D-Day landings, and Operation Dragoon in southern France. With 
the Pacific fleet, the Seafire proved capable of intercepting and destroying 

the feared Japanese kamikaze attack aircraft.

  • Format: Softback 248mm x 184mm   • ISBN: 978-1-911658-29-0  • BIC: HBW   

 • Release date: DECEMBER 13TH, 2019   • Price: £12.99 US: $19.99 • PAGES: 92  
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 • Format: Hardback 288mm x 222mm     

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-04-7 • BIC: JWMV3   

 • Release date: OCTOBER 25TH, 2019          

 • Price: £24.95 US: $37.99 • PAGES: 200    

As British and American forces closed in from the west, the 
Russians pushed in hard from the east, and the RAF and USAAF 
bombed Germany every night and day, the beleaguered Luftwaffe 
went all-out in a last effort to defend the Fatherland during the last 
months of the Second World War.
Spitfires Over Berlin tells the story of the desperate battles that 
took place over the Western Front from January 1 to May 8, 1945.
True stories of aerial combat, courage and daring from all sides of 
the conflict illustrate the dramatic tale of the war’s closing chapter 
- from the battle between the Spitfire XIV pilots of 350 Squadron 
and Fw 190s over the western fringes of Berlin to the murder of 
a downed P-51 Mustang pilot by civilians and carefully planned 
ramming attacks on American bombers.
Also featured are the ‘dogfight’ between a Piper L-4H Grasshopper 
and a Fieseler Storch, what led a disgraced Luftwaffe pilot to fly the 
lethal BP 20 Natter rocket-powered interceptor, the French aces 
who flew for the Soviets, the fate of the US pilots who shot down a 
flight of Mistel combinations and much more.

SPiTfireS oVer BerLin
DAN SHARP

•  True stories from the final days of the Second World War
•  More than 300 rare photographs
•  Based on original archival research 

coLd War inTercePTor
DAN SHARP

The West was stunned when the Soviet Union dropped 
its first atomic bomb in August 1949 and a year later the 
Korean War showcased Russia’s incredible technological 
progress in the form of the MiG-15 - a fighter capable 
of besting anything the RAF had to offer at that time. In 
the wake of the Second World War, funding for the RAF’s 
Fighter Command had fallen away dramatically but now 
there was an urgent need for new jet fighters to meet the 
threat of Russian bombers head-on. Britain’s top aircraft 
manufacturers, including Hawker, English Electric, Fairey, 
Vickers Supermarine, De Havilland, Armstrong Whitworth 
and Saunders-Roe, set to work on designing powerful 
supersonic aircraft with all-new guided missile systems 
capable of meeting a Soviet assault and shooting down 
high-flying enemy aircraft before they could unleash a 
devastating nuclear firestorm on British soil.
The result was some of the largest, heaviest and most 
powerful fighter designs the world had ever seen - and a 
heated debate about whether the behemoths should be 
built at all as guided weapons became ever more advanced. 
This is the story of Britain’s secret cold war fighter jet 
designs, fully illustrated with a host of drawings, illustrations 
and photographs.

 • Format: Hardback 288mm x 222mm     

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-03-0 • BIC: HBTW  

 • Release date: NOVEMBER 1ST, 2019          

 • Price: £27.50 US: $39.99 • PAGES: 200    
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About the author: Leicestershire-based father of two Chris Sandham-Bailey comes from a family with strong 
ties to aviation and grew up in Somerset to the sound of Sea Harriers from Yeovilton (an aircraft he still has a 
passion for). An artist from an early age he has a degree in art/history of art, combining these two to produce 
several thousand profiles over the last decade for books and magazines along with commissions for the 
Luftwaffe and RAF. He has covered all aspects of aviation from the pre-war years to the latest, both civilian 
and military. When time allows he has also authored the text for articles and books. He claims his job is ‘just 
colouring in aircraft’ but this belies the huge amount of research and effort he puts into every one of his 
detailed and accurate designs.

raf Second WorLd War 
fighTerS in ProfiLe

CHRIS SANDHAM-BAILEY

RAF Second World War Fighters in Profile features more than 200 
highly detailed profiles of 15 different aircraft types flown by the Royal 
Air Force between 1939 and 1945. Full specifications and histories are 
included for British and Commonwealth fighters operated on all fronts 
during the conflict, from the iconic Supermarine Spitfire to US lend-
lease types such as the Bell P-39 Airacobra and Curtiss P-40 Warhawk, 
and everything in between.
Written and illustrated throughout by renowned aviation artist Chris 
Sandham-Bailey, this book offers exquisitely drawn profile views 
and scale plans of aircraft such as Hawker’s Hurricane, Typhoon and 
Tempest, plus the Westland Whirlwind, Boulton Paul Defiant and more. 
Covering all of the RAF’s high-performance wartime machines, this is 
indispensable reading for enthusiasts and modellers alike.

 • Format: Hardback 232mm x 240mm    

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-06-1 • BIC: HBWQ 

 • Release date: DECEMBER 13TH, 2019  

 • Price: £24.95 US: $37.99 • PAGES: 200   

Written and illustrated throughout by renowned aviation artist Chris 
Sandham-Bailey, RAF Cold War Jet Aircraft in Profile covers 14 different 
aircraft types designed and built by British companies and operated by 
the RAF between 1945 and 2010.
Featuring profiles, text and diagrams of frontline and trainer jets from 
the Gloster Meteor during the closing stages of the Second World War 
to the Bae Harrier which was finally retired in December 2010, it has 
everything in between, including the iconic Avro Vulcan and English 
Electric Lightning. Offering dozens of different colour schemes, scale 
plans, scrap views and detailed notes, this is indispensable reading for 
enthusiasts and modellers alike.
Types included in Cold War Jets are: Gloster Meteor, de Havilland 
Vampire, de Havilland Venom, English Electric  Canberra, Supermarine 
Swift,Hawker Hunter, Vickers Valiant, Gloster Javelin, Handley Page 
Victor, Avro Vulcan, Blackburn Buccaneer, English Electric Lightning, 
Hawker Siddeley Harrier and SEPECAT Jaguar.

raf coLd War jeT  
aircrafT in ProfiLe

CHRIS SANDHAM-BAILEY

 • Format: Hardback 232mm x 240mm    

 • ISBN:  978-1-911658-11-5 • BIC: HBTW 

 • Release date: DECEMBER 6TH, 2019  

 • Price: £24.95 US: $37.99 • PAGES: 200 
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• Hilarious story of the railway ‘nuts’ who  
 decided what the ‘wrong kind of  
 leaves’ were

• Tales from the railway chemists’ lab –  
 torching carriages, gassing weevils and  
 blowing up watermelons with explosives

• Written by six chemists who served  
 British Rail during the 60s, 70s and 80s

BriTiSh 
raiLWayS STinkS

DAVID SMITH
The first railway chemical laboratory was opened 
in 1864 by the London & North Western Railway 
at Crewe, and the last ones lost their direct link 
to the rail industry on their privatisation in 1996. 
Whatever their expertise, every railway chemist 

or ‘stink’ has been asked the same question: 
“What do you actually do”? That is precisely the 

question this book attempts to answer. It covers 
many aspects of the work, from a BR chemist 

going to San Francisco to blow up a water melon 
to declaring an empty coal wagon a confined 

space; from whitewashing a passenger train, in 
service, in a couple of seconds to questioning, 
on chemical grounds, the mental state of the 

chairman of British Rail; from gassing weevils to 
setting fire to a canal in Derby. British Railways 
Stinks tells the unusual, astonishing and some 
times downright hilarious story of the railway 
‘nuts’ who decided what exactly the ‘wrong  

kind of leaves’ were. 

 • Format: Hardback 240mm x 165mm   

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-26-9  

 • Release date: NOVEMBER 29TH, 2019     

 • Price: £14.99  US: $22.99      

 • PAGES: 300 • BIC: WGF   

About the author: Lead author Dave Smith’s early 
years were spent in Normanton, Derby, during the 
Second World War, before he moved to Sheffield 
aged six. As youngster he would frighten the 
neighbours by dropping pieces of sodium into his 
father’s water butt to create huge fountains. Despite 
being a mischief maker at school he went to college 
and got some GCEs including maths and chemistry 
– his favourite subjects. There he met a man who 
worked at British Rail’s Calvert Street Laboratory 
and who told him they would employ anyone. So 
he continued his degree part time and joined BR 
aged 19 – where he applied science for the benefit 
of the railway. He has since gone on to chair various 
committees on international health and safety 
regulations.
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BRIAN SHARPE

FLYING
SCOTSMAN

FLYING 
SCOTSMAN

THE WORLD’S MOST 
FAMOUS LOCOMOTIVE

No 1472 was the third of a class of steam locomotives that was 
eventually to number 79 engines, and did not originally even carry 
a name. The Great Northern Railway A1 4-6-2 though, was the 
biggest express steam engine ever to have been seen in Britain 
at the time. It was chosen to be displayed at a major exhibition 
at Wembley in 1924, and for this it was given the name Flying 
Scotsman. It hauled the London & North Eastern Railway’s first 
King’s Cross-to-Edinburgh nonstop express in 1928. It was the first 
steam engine in the world to officially break the 100mph barrier. 
Flying Scotsman has now become the one steam engine in the 
world of which everyone knows the name, and which most people 
would even recognise. It was briefly the only main line steam 
engine running in the whole of Britain, and it has travelled across 
the Atlantic and across America. It has circumnavigated the globe, 
steamed across Australia, broken the record for a nonstop run with 
steam (again), and been sold for easily the highest price ever paid 
for a steam engine.
In 2004, its ongoing 40 years of fame finally earned it a place 
in the National Railway Museum collection and, after an 
unprecedented fundraising campaign and a National Heritage 
Memorial Fund grant, the museum was able to clear the enormous 
debts of the engine’s then owning company and acquire Flying 
Scotsman for the nation, and for a British public which clearly holds 
the engines in high esteem. If it had not acquired fame, largely 
as a result of its name, in the 1920s and 1930s, then maybe Alan 
Pegler would not have had the enthusiasm to purchase it in 1963. 
If it had been scrapped, what would then have become Britain’s 
most famoust steam engine? And now it’s back. No-one expected 
it to take ten years of toil, but the National Railway Museum finally 
has an engine to be proud of. This book tells the story of the 
legend that is Flying Scotsman - the ultimate in British express 
steam design elegance.

maLLard
ROBIN JONES

 • Format: Hardback 240mm x 165mm 

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-21-4 • BIC: WGF 

 • Release date: JANUARY 24TH, 2020  

 • Price: £14.99 US: $22.99 • PAGES: 250   

fLying ScoTSman
BRIAN SHARPE

 • Format: Hardback 240mm x 165mm 

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-02-3 • BIC: WGF 

 • Release date: NOVEMBER 22ND, 2019  

 • Price: £14.99 US: $22.99 • PAGES: 250   

On July 3, 1938, LNER A4 streamlined Pacific No. 4468 Mallard 
reached 126mph, setting a world steam speed record that has 
never been broken. It was the zenith of not only a great decade 
in which glamorous express trains competed to see which could 
travel from London to Scotland in the fastest time, but also the 
steam age itself. Author Robin Jones tells the story not only of 
LNER chief mechanical engineer Sir Nigel Gresley’s Pacifics and 
Mallard’s international headline-grabbing feat, but also that of 
the five other A4s still with us – including the ‘Mission Impossible’ 
repatriation of Dwight D Eisenhower and Dominion of Canada and 
their cosmetic restoration in their ‘home’ country – to make the 
‘Great Gathering’, one of the biggest and most successful events 
in the history of railway preservation, a dream come true.
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Before 
rockeT

ANTHONY DAWSON
Rocket is perhaps one of the best-known 
railway locomotives in history. Entered by 

George and Robert Stephenson and Henry 
Booth for the Rainhill Trials of October 

1829, Rocket was the outright victor and 
paved the way for the dominance of 

the steam railway as the major means 
of communication for the next hundred 
years or more. But Rocket was not ‘the 

first’ locomotive – that honour goes to the 
work of Cornishman Richard Trevithick, 

while the Middleton Railway saw the first 
commercial use of steam locomotives 
in 1812. This book sets out to chart the 
development of the steam locomotive 
from its birth with Richard Trevithick up 
to the momentous year of 1829, showing 
just how far the locomotive had come in 
a quarter of century, to go on to be the 
world-changing invention it became.

 • Format: Softback 248mm x 184mm 

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-25-2 

 • Release date: FEBRUARY 14TH, 2020   

 • Price: £12.99  US: $19.99     

 • PAGES: 92 • BIC: WGF 

About the author: Anthony has a life-time interest in 
history. He is a graduate of the University of Bradford 
(B.Sc Hons Archaeology) and was for three years a 
research student at the University of Leeds where 
he earned an M.Res. He has written nearly a dozen 
books on early railways as well as several books 
and papers on the Crimean War. He has worked in 
museums, and was a college lecturer (local history 
and archaeology). Anthony was also part of the team 
which operated the replica of Robert Stephenson’s 
Planet (October 1830) at the Science & Industry 
Museum, Manchester. He is now a freelance writer, 
and is a member of the Railway & Canal Historical 
Society. In his spare time volunteers at the National 
Railway Museum.

•  Discover the engines that ran before   
 Stephenson’s famous Rocket was built
•  Chronicles the rivalry and competition   
 between Britain’s earliest steam    
 innovators
•  Fully illustrated with period drawings  
 and modern photographs
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BriTiSh raiLWay diSaSTerS
ROBIN JONES

This is the story of how Britain’s railway disasters, horrific though  
they may be, change the network for the better through the crucial 

lessons that are learned.
It starts with fatalities on early mining tramways before the dawn of 

the steam age and takes the story up to the present day. While many 
of Britain’s worst tragedies are covered in depth, such as Quintinshill 

in 1915 and Harrow & Wealdstone in 1952, the book also looks at others 
that had resounding consequences for safety.

  • Format: Hardback 240mm x 165mm     • ISBN: 978-1-911658-01-6 

  • Release date: OCTOBER 25TH, 2019   

  • Price: £14.99 US: $22.99  • PAGES: 250  • BIC: WGF  

About the author:  Robin Jones is the founding editor of Heritage Railway magazine, a monthly title 
devoted to railway prreservation. A railway enthusiast since his early years, he was taken trainspotting at 
Widney Manor station in Solihull - on the Western Region route from Birmingham Snow Hill to Leamingt 
on Spa - during the last years of British Railways steam locomotives. Robin has had many books published, 
on subjects ranging from railways to history and travel.

Beeching -
The definiTiVe guide
BriTiSh raiLWayS cLoSureS  

and Their Legacy
ROBIN JONES

Described as the most hated civil servant in Britain, it was half a century 
ago that Dr Richard Beeching was appointed as chairman of British 

Railways with one key directive - to cut the soaring losses. The 1950s had 
seen the start of a mass shift from public to private transport, as lorries, 

cars, buses and motorbikes replaced trains as Britain’s most popular 
means of travel. So often pilloried by the press and public for closing 

numerous picturesque and romantic country branch lines, leaving even 
many large towns cut off from the railway network, Beeching might also 

be seen as merely streamlining a process that was already under way. 
Back in the early Sixties, there were many who thought that not only 
were the days of steam locomotives numbered, but those of railways 

too, as mankind, leaping towards the first lunar landings, looked toward 
hovercraft and hovertrains as the transport of the future. Against the 
dynamic background of the greatest decade of change of the 20th 

century, Heritage Railway editor Robin Jones looks back at the forces 
that were shaping the railway’s fortunes, the Beeching Axe, its critics, 
aftermath and its repercussions today. Was Dr Beeching the villain of 
popular legend - or was he a hero who made Britain’s railways into a 

slimmer, leaner machine far more capable of tackling the challenges of 
the future? You decide!

A complete account of the 1960s railway line closures  
and the man responsible.

 • Format: Hardback  240mm x 165mm    

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-14-6  

  • Release date: NOVEMBER 22ND, 2019   

  • Price: £14.99  US: $22.99  

 • PAGES: 250  • BIC: WGF  
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BruneL’S 
Big 

raiLWay
ROBIN JONES

Engineering genius Isambard 
Kingdom Brunel’s Great Western 
Railway was not only bigger, wider 

and faster than any other of its day, 
but linked London to New York via 
his great steamships from Bristol. 

His unique broad gauge ‘super 
railway’ also connected Paddington 

to Plymouth and Penzance, 
and for decades was one of the 

wonders of the world. More than 
two centuries on, many of his 

historic structures along the route 
have been given listed building 

protection so future generations 
can admire and enjoy them. This 
book looks at the history of the 

railway from London to Bristol and 
Brunel’s Great Western legacy that 
was to lead the company to even 

dizzier heights.

 • Format: Hardback 240mm x 165mm  

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-19-1     

 • Release date: JANUARY  10TH, 2020     

 • Price: £14.99 US: $22.99 • PAGES: 250 • BIC: WGF  

• Authoritative writing from Heritage  
 Railway editor Robin Jones
•  Discover the historic structures along the  
 ‘super railway’ given listed building protection
• Re-examines the history of the railway  
 from London to Bristol

About the author: Robin Jones is 
the founding editor of Heritage 
Railway magazine, a monthly title 
devoted to railway prreservation. 
A railway enthusiast since his early 
years, he was taken trainspotting 
at Widney Manor station in Solihull 
- on the Western Region route 
from Birmingham Snow Hill to 
Leamington Spa - during the last 
years of British Railways steam 
locomotives. Robin has had many 
books published, on subjects 
ranging from railways to history  
and travel.
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GENESIS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY SOVIET TANK

deSigning  
The T-34

PETER  
SAMSONOV

When the German army 
launched Operation Barbarossa 

– the invasion of the Soviet 
Union – on June 22, 1941, it was 

expecting to face and easily 
defeat outdated and obsolete 
tanks and for the most part it 

did, but it also received a nasty 
shock when it came up against 

the T-34. With its powerful 
gun and sloped armour, the 
T-34 was more than a match 
for the best German tanks at 
that time and the Germans 

regarded it with awe. German 
Field Marshal von Kleist, who 
commanded the latter stages 

of Barbarossa, called it ‘the 
finest tank in the world’. Using 
original wartime documents 
author and historian Peter 

Samsonov, creator of the Tank 
Archives blog, explains how the 
Soviets came to develop what 

was arguably the war’s most 
revolutionary tank design.

 • Format: Softback 248mm x 184mm    

• ISBN: 978-1-911658-30-6 • BIC: JWMV1    

  • Release date: DECEMBER 6TH, 2019   

 • Price: £12.99 US: $19.99 • PAGES: 92   

• Based on research from wartime documents and archives 
• Fascinating designs and photographs of the T-34 tank 
• Written by historian Peter Samsonov, curator of the Tank Archives blog 
• New profile artwork

About the author: Peter Samsonov 
is a Canadian tank historian who runs 
the renowned Tank Archives blog.
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miSSion To 
marS

DAVID BAKER
For as long as humans have gazed up at points 

of light in the night sky, the mysterious red 
planet Mars has held an irresistible fascination. 

As the planet in our solar system most likely 
to be capable of supporting life after Earth, 

many questions about its origin and evolution 
have arisen alongside speculation about its 

potential as a new home for migrating human 
colonists.

Since 1964, Mars has been a magnet for fly-
by spacecraft, orbiters, landers and roving 

vehicles. Plans have been laid to send 
astronauts on these routes pioneered by 

robots too - but the questions remain. Just 
what do we know about the Red Planet? 

Where has this knowledge come from? Can we 
really live there?

This book tells the exciting story of the 
spacecraft sent to explore an alien world that 

has fascinated humans for centuries and 
determine whether life might be found there. 
Mars is humankind’s next great goal in space. 

The new Space Race has begun!

 • Format: Hardback  240mm x 165mm  

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-07-8    

 • Release date: MARCH 6TH, 2020     

 • Price: £16.99  US: $25.99       

 • PAGES: 250 • BIC: PGS     

About the author: David Baker worked with NASA 
on the Gemini, Apollo and Shuttle programmes 
between 1965 and 1990. He has written more than 
100 books on space flight, aviation and military 
technology and is the former editor of Jane’s Space 
Directory and Jane’s Aircraft Upgrades. In 1986 he 
was made a member of the International Academy 
of Astronautics by NASA manned flight boss George 
Mueller and is a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society 
and a member of the US Air Force Association. He 
received the 1998 Rolls-Royce Award for Aerospace 
Journalist of the Year and in 2005 he was a recipient 
of the Arthur C Clarke Award. In October 2017 
he received the American Astronautical Society’s 
Frederick I. Ordway III award “for a sustained 
excellence in space coverage, through books and 
articles, as well as engagement in the early US 
space program”. David is currently the editor of 
Spaceflight, the monthly space news magazine of the 
British Interplanetary Society, of which he is also a 
Fellow, a lecturer and consultant.

•  Offers a fresh perspective on the   
 race to put the first man on Mars
•  Authoritative writing from former   
 NASA scientist David Baker
• Simple, no nonsense explanations of  
 high tech space research equipment
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one Size 
doeS noT  

fiT aLL
LISA JANSEN

Lisa Jansen offers a new and fresh 
perspective on a very popular topic: finding 

happiness. Instead of providing generic, 
one-size-fits-all advice and tactics, Lisa 
guides readers through an empowering 

journey and process that helps them design 
their own strategy for a happier life-based 

on their unique personality, values, and 
strengths and weaknesses.

Drawing on extensive research and the 
author’s personal experience of turning 
her life around, this book offers a real-
life, jargon-free perspective on finding 

happiness. Written in an easy to understand, 
engaging way and incorporating numerous 

practical and fun exercises, it will be 
extremely attractive to anyone who is 

looking for new insights in finding happiness 
and who wants practical advice on how to 

live their best possible life.

 • Format: Softback 198mm x 128mm  

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-00-9    

 • Release date: OCTOBER 25TH, 2019     

 • Price: £9.99 US: $14.99       

 • PAGES: 300 • BIC: VSPM    

About the author: Lisa Jansen lives in New 
Zealand. Born in Germany, she moved to 
New Zealand during her University years. She 
graduated with a Master of Commerce with 
First Class Honours from the University of 
Auckland in 2009. Since then, Lisa has been 
working as a marketing professional and a 
writer. She is a regular contributor for a New 
Zealand magazine and also writes for blogs and 
publications, including her own popular blog 
Life Done Differently. Lisa loves to explore the 
outdoors and enjoys all water sports, especially 
surfing and kitesurfing.

• Design your own strategy for a   
 happier life using practical advice
• Incorporates practical and fun    
 exercises throughout
• Written in an easy to understand   
 format
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ferguSon: 
a farming  

reVoLuTion
TIM BOLTON

Inventor Harry Ferguson 
changed the face of farming 

forever when he came up with 
a simple three-point linkage for 
tractors and patented it in 1926 
– enabling farming vehicles to 
carry and operate implements 

and attachments directly rather 
than towing them like a trailer. 
His company grew and in 1946 
began manufacturing the ‘little 

grey Fergie’ Ferguson TE20 – the 
blueprint for the modern tractor. 

Both linkage and tractor have 
gone on to become farming 

icons, cementing Ferguson’s place 
in history. Ferguson: A Farming 
Revolution charts the story of 

Harry’s incredible success.

 • Format: Softback 248mm x 184mm  

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-22-1 • BIC: WGCT  

 • Release date: JANUARY 24TH, 2020     

 • Price: £12.99 US: $19.99  • PAGES: 92  

About the author: Tim Bolton was brought 
up at a small garage in the Warwickshire 
countryside and so from an early age was 
exposed to farm tractors both working in 
the fields surrounding the garage and those 
brought in for repair. As the garage was only a 
few miles from the Ferguson factory at Banner 
Lane many local farmers were early adopters 
of the Ferguson System and the first tractor or 
indeed vehicle that Tim drove was the “little 
grey Fergie”, an experience he never forgot. 
His passion for tractors continued and later he 
wrote about them for a number of enthusiast 
magazines, culminating in his purchase a few 
years ago of the long established magazine 
Vintage Tractor.

•  Discover how inventor Harry Ferguson  
 changed the face of farming forever
•  Examines the creation of the original  
 three-point linkage for tractors and its   
 phenomenal impact
•  History of the famous Ferguson TE20  
 ‘Little Grey Fergie’ 
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 • Format: Softback 198mm x 128mm  

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-13-9 • BIC: WGCK  

 • Release date: NOVEMBER 22TH, 2019          

 • Price: £7.99 US: $11.99 • PAGES: 200    

Take one self-deprecating idiot with a sense of adventure and 
a sense of humour but no sense of direction, add a vindictive 

GPS, and you have One Man on a Bike. This book is a record of 
author Richard Georgiou’s month-long solo trip from England to 

Greece and back on his motorbike. With his incredible propensity 
for disaster, he bumbles through Europe in his own special 

style attempting to absorb his surroundings while keeping his 
inner Mr Angry at bay. Sometimes he succeeds, sometimes he 

really doesn’t. Follow Richard through his 6000-mile, little boy’s 
adventure. You might be laughing with him or (more likely) at him, 
but by the end of the book you’ll understand a little more about 

what it’s like being someone who struggles to reach the dizzy 
heights of average.

About the author: Richard lives in a small village in East 
Sussex with his wife Flowie, Newfoundland dog Nelly and 
his two cats Frodo and Kiri. He came to biking rather late in 
life after watching an episode of Long Way Down. A career 
change from computer chap to business owner allowed him a 
freedom that he uses to indulge in his two passions; being an 
idiot and writing about it. Long may it last.

one man on a Bike
RICHARD GEORGIOU

We don’T go far BuT
        We do See Life 

KEITH HARRIS

 • Format: Softback 198mm x 128mm • ISBN: 978-1-911658-16-0       

 • Release date: NOVEMBER 1ST, 2019                

 • Price: £7.99 US: $11.99 • PAGES: 250 • BIC: WGGN        

Follow Dutch barge Saul Trader on her voyages through the canals 
of Europe. Author Keith Harris and his merry crew journey from 

England to Belgium and Holland through the centre of France to 
the Southern extremities of the extensive French canal system. 

There are stories and anecdotes about the people that they 
meet along the way, and the amusing and sometimes frightening 

incidents that occur during their epic jaunt.

About the author: Keith was born in the English seaside town 
of Hastings. In the 1970s he discovered that there was an 
extensive network of more than 2000 miles of canals in Britain 
and began to explore them on his beautiful replica Dutch 
Luxemotor, Saul Trader. Writing began as a way to document 
his travels for his own satisfaction but today he writes to 
spread the news further afield.



LIFESTYLE

21MORTONS BOOKS 2019/2020                                     If you are a reader, visit www.mortonsbooks.co.uk

ScooTer BoyS
GARETH BROWN

Thirty years have passed since Gareth Brown’s 
homage to a two-wheeled, two-stroke way of life was 

published.
 The first edition of his acclaimed book Scooter Boys, 

highlighting youth culture spanning half a century, was 
first published when Margaret Thatcher’s reign as the 

Eighties Iron Lady was drawing to a close.
Now, three decades on, Brown’s book is back to 
enlighten and entertain a new generation – and 

rekindle memories for those who were scooter boys 
and girls back in the day. His informed knowledge of 
the initial Scooter Boy era has resulted in the 30th 

Anniversary Edition of Scooter Boys being refreshingly 
updated and published by Mortons, the home of 

Scootering and Classic Scooterist magazines.
Brown has been a ‘face’ on the scooter scene since 
the 1970s, when he was legally able to ride a motor 

scooter on the road, and scooter ownership and 
riding scooters has been a passion ever since. He 

rose to prominence in the 1980s as the scooter rally 
correspondent and later editor of Scootering magazine, 

which led to his book – a unique take on the Scooter 
Boy movement, history, traditions and culture.

Scooter Boys charts the development of the early 
scooters and the post-Second World War arrival of the Italian scooters from Vespa and Lambretta, followed 
by the chronicling of the rise of 1950s teenage consumerism which led to the Mod versus Rocker riots of the 
1960s. It outlines the intervening years before the massed Mod revival of 1979 onwards, when the Northern 
Soul scene kept the scooter movement alive, and traces the emergence of the unsung street heroes of the 

late 20th century and beyond.

 • Format: Hardback 250mm x 190mm  

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-37-5 • BIC: WGC 

 • Release date: OCTOBER 11TH, 2019    

 • Price: £14.99 US: $22.95 • PAGES: 144  

About the author: Gareth Brown has a BA 
in Social History, specialising in post-Second 
World War 20th Century Youth Culture.
 He has had more than 1000 articles 
published in the field of youth culture in the 
national press and presented a segue on 
scooter culture on BBC TV’s Top Gear (1986).
 Having been an A-Level history and 
psychology lecturer, and a guest speaker at 
many events, he has featured on BBC Radio 
4 as a youth culture/scootering expert a 
dozen times, and lectured on the subject to 
undergraduates on a number of occasions. 

•  Celebrates the 30th anniversary of author Gareth   
 Brown’s acclaimed account of 80s scooter boy culture
•  Fully updated and revised text, including more    
 than 150 images 
•  Covers the rise of the nomadic scooter boy lifestyle  
 in all its glory - the rallies, the scooters and the music
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The 1970s saw some of the worst mass killings and murders in 
recent history. Fanatical cult leader Jim Jones was responsible for 

the deaths of hundreds, while serial killers Ted Bundy and John 
Wayne Gacy each had dozens of victims. The chilling crimes of 

murderers including the Yorkshire Ripper – Peter Sutcliffe –  
and the Hillside Strangler stunned the world when the details 
were made public. In Murders That Shook the World – 1970s, 

author Michael Cowton investigates the decade’s worst  
murders and murderers.

About the author: Michael Cowton honed his journalistic 
skills on national newspapers as a features writer, columnist 
and chief sub-editor, working variously for the Daily 
Express, The Observer and Mail On Sunday. As a published 
biographer, his writing credits include works on the bands 
Level 42 and Pet Shop Boys. A former magazine editor and 
visiting lecturer in media studies, he is currently employed 
as a production editor for a major publishing house. Married 
with two children, he lives in Lincolnshire.

murderS ThaT Shocked 
The WorLd - 70S

MIKE COWTON

The Bad deTecTiVe
BOB GORDON

 • Format: Softback 248mm x 184mm • ISBN: 978-1-911658-36-8      

 • Release date: MAY 20TH, 2020                

 • Price: £7.99 US: $11.99 • PAGES: 200 • BIC: BTC        

Having become one of Canada’s first police detectives in 1882, 
Nicholas Power developed a reputation as the nation’s very own 
super sleuth, hailed in the newspapers as a homegrown ‘Sherlock 

Holmes’. He was involved in all the most heinous and shocking 
cases of the day, swiftly, almost superhumanly, determining 

the culprit and their modus operandi from only the barest of 
evidence. But all was not what it seemed. There was growing 

concern, even in courts at the time, that Power was suborning 
investigations, framing innocent men and was in truth very far 

from the ‘super sleuth’ he claimed to be. His repeated attempts 
to enhance his own image regularly trumped the pursuit of justice 

and the innocent paid the price – sometimes with their lives. 
Author and historian Bob Gordon traces Power’s career from 

its earliest beginnings as a lowly constable through his meteoric 
rise to chief of police, via some of the most scandalous criminal 

investigations the world has ever seen.

 • Format: Softback 198mm x 128mm     

 • ISBN: 978-1-911658-28-3 • BIC: BTC  

 • Release date: DECEMBER 6TH, 2019          

 • Price: £7.99 US: $11.99 • PAGES: 200    
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• Format: Softback 238mm x 172mm 
   • ISBN: 978-1-857945-46-1      

• Release date: OCTOBER 24TH, 2019 
 • Price: £25 • PAGES: 192 • BIC: WGF 

The Beeching Legacy The 
WeST counTry exPanded

PHIL HORTON

• Format: Hardback 213mm x 276mm  

  • ISBN: 978-1-857945-64-5  

 • Release date: NOVEMBER 10TH, 2019 

 • Price: £35 • PAGES: 128 • BIC: WGF 

The PhoTograPhic
arTiSTry of raiL

cameramen 2 
JOHN HILLIER

juST The TickeT
BARRY ALLEN

 • Format: Hardback 152mm x 102mm  

   • ISBN: 978-1-857945-58-4    

 • Release date: JANUARY 24TH, 2020 
 • Price: £10 • PAGES: 128 • BIC: WGF

one young Lad’S LaTer 
TrainSPoTTing TriPS WiTh 

a camera 1961-1964 
ALAN CLARKE

 • Format: Hardback 169mm x 238mm  

   • ISBN: 978-1-857945-55-3    

 • Release date: FEBRUARY 24TH, 2020 

 • Price: £25 • PAGES: 128 • BIC: WGF 
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raiL freighT in deVon  
and cornWaLL

DAVID MITCHELL
Although today’s railway in the South West is principally a passenger 

operation, an exception is china clay traffic, which has been a feature of 
the area’s railways for much of their history and today is the main reason 

for railfreight managing to retain a toehold in the peninsula.
  This wide-ranging survey of the history of freight traffic in the two 

counties commences with a brief look into the past, when the railway 
was a ‘common carrier’ hauling all manner of goods. It then chronicles 

the ultimately unsuccessful 50-year-long fight to retain at least a portion 
of such traffic on the railway, including the initial development and final 
demise of the ‘Speedlink’ and ‘Enterprise’ services. Other commodities 

that have been handled over the last 40 or 50 years are then considered 
in more detail, particularly where there is or has been a trainload 

operation, and more detailed consideration is given to traffic that is 
especially distinctive to the area.

 

 • Format: Hardback 276mm x 213mm   

 • ISBN: 978-1-857944-73-0  

 • Release date: SEPTEMBER 24TH, 2019     

 • Price: £40  • PAGES: 208  • BIC: WGF  

raiLWaymen of The WeLSh 
VaLLeyS 1914-67 

memorieS of STeam Working from PonTyPooL  
road Shed and far Beyond! 

 

running on raiLS a Sojourn Through 
raiL-Borne TranSPorT during  

TWo cenTurieS
JOHN LEGG

This new title from the authors of A World of Rail - John Legg and Ian 
Peaty - takes us on a fascinating tour of Britain’s rail-borne transport 

sytem, or rather systems, as it covers a wide variety of locations 
and gauges. The variety of  rolling stock is a feature including of 

both passenger and freight vehcles. Locations range from London’s 
Underground to the Bass Brewery in Burton-upon-Trent and from Ford’s 

Dagenham plant to the whisky distilleries of Scotland.
This is a book that takes the reader off the beaten track, over many years, 

to provide a wide variety of images from all sorts of unusual and rarely 
seen passenger and freight sevices the length and breadth of the country.

 • Format: Hardback 269mm x 172mm  

 • ISBN: 978-1-857944-88-4 • BIC: WGF   

 • Release date: JANUARY 24TH, 2020  

 • Price: £25  • PAGES: 272  

 • Format: Hardback 238mm x 172mm 

 • ISBN: 978-1-857945-48-5 • BIC: WGF 

 • Release date: DECEMBER 10TH, 2019  

 • Price: £25  • PAGES: 128   

PHIL WILLIAMS
This book, published in two parts, is dedicated to the memories of 

all those people who once worked for the Great Western Railway in 
South Wales, at Pontypool Road loco depot, the Eastern Valley and the 

Vale of Neath railway, as well as to those people who worked  
in the industries once served by the railway in those locations. In 2016, 

the UK coal mining industry is extinct, and the future of the steel 
industry is in doubt. 

 This book serves as a reminder to future generations as to what a 
fantastic place the South Wales valleys once were for heavy industry 
and transport infrastructure, and also as a tribute to the pioneering 

19th-century railway builders.
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 • Format: Hardback 169mm x 238mm   

 • ISBN: 978-1-857945-41-6  

 • Release date: NOVEMBER 24TH, 2019          

 • Price: £25 • PAGES: 128  • BIC: WGF  

By raiL To The muSic haLLS 
DAVID HINDLE

The crafT of The fireman
TREVOR MATHEWS

 • Format: 

   Softback 238mm x 172mm 

 • ISBN: 978-1-857945-57-6 

 • Release date: 

   JANUARY 24TH, 2020  

 • Price: £20 

 • PAGES: 128 • BIC: WGF 

Those who have been on a footplate experience course, been given a short talk on 
firing and shown how to use an injector, provided they can stand on a footplate and 
have minimal skill with a shovel, know that they can generate enough steam to get a 

lightweight train (generally one coach) from A to B.  However, this is vastly different from 
having to provide steam at or near the registered pressure of the boiler and at such a rate 

that the engine can develop the horsepower needed to produce the sort of mainline 
running that we are extremely fortunate to be able to experience at the present time.
A driver is still a driver whatever sort of motive power is in use, but the fireman given a 
grate, a vessel in which to boil water and a supply of coal and water, is analogous to the 

engine in a diesel locomotive inasmuch that he is the sole provider of power.  No matter 
how good a driver may be, he cannot produce a top performance unless his fireman 

does so and whilst drivers tend to get the credit they also recognise that it is essentially 
a team effort.  As C. Hamilton Ellis once said “A good journey by steam is a realised 

work of art.”  In the hey-day of steam many millions of tons of coal were burnt annually 
by the railway companies, so any small improvement in the thermal efficiency of the 

locomotives could have a significant effect on the balance sheet.  To this end, locomotive 
engineers tried a number of innovations over the years, most of which were abandoned 
on the grounds of additional costs of construction and maintenance. Probably not many 
people are aware that the biggest improvement could have been effected if the overall 

standards of firing had been brought nearer those of the best firemen. 
Footplate observations in steam days showed that some firemen used twice as much 
coal as the best firemen on the same duty.  As a corollary to Hamilton Ellis’s comment, 

top firemanship is an art in itself; The Craft of the Fireman helps to explain why.

From the Foreword by Gary Morecambe
Gary Morecambe writes: ‘David J. Hindle is an author and social historian 

with a particular interest in the genre of music hall and the history of 
the railways. In this, his latest book, he flags up parallels to be drawn 

between the origins of railways and music hall. This is an original concept, 
notwithstanding that long before the age of the automobile, it was the 

railways that conveyed audiences and performers to the music halls that 
evolved to become variety theatres.

 I look no further than my father’s experiences to illustrate the point: ‘A 
second class train ride between Birmingham and Coventry in 1940 
is not the most obvious starting point for the best loved double act 

in British comedy history. World War Two was well underway in 1940, but not for Morecambe and Wise. Fourteen year 
old Eric Bartholomew and his best friend Ernie Wiseman were travelling that day with my paternal grandmother, Eric’s 

mum and mentor, Sadie Bartholomew. The star-struck teenagers had been performing in a touring youth theatre as solo 
acts. As usual the boys were over-excited after the show, and going through their Abbot and Costello, Laurel and Hardy 

impressions. Sadie, who was trying to sleep, made a suggestion that would change showbiz history for ever. ‘Why don’t you 
two stop fooling around and put your minds to something else. Why not form a double act of your own?.’ 

 For over twenty years Morecambe and Wise learned their craft in Britain’s variety theatres whilst travelling extensively 
throughout the country. When variety effectively died and many theatres went permanently dark in the 1950/60s,  

they switched to television spectaculars, which were enjoyed  
by millions throughout the world. 

  The profusely illustrated narrative will offer something more than 
mere reading enjoyment.   David’s enthusiasm and expertise on 

music hall history is unbounded, and, in railway nomenclature, I give 
this publication the green light.’
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modeL raiLWayS exPLained 
(Beyond The Beginning) 

BRIAN LAMBERT
The author writes: While in these pages I write about generic items and 
often reference the real thing, there are many regional variations, and 
these cannot be taken into account within the confines of this book. 
Therefore I would recommend that, before starting any regional or  

era-based project, you undertake a good deal of research to gain the 
correct facts. Internet searches, books and perhaps visits to preserved 
railways or to the national network will usually reveal plenty of detail.

 If you are starting out in the hobby or returning to it after several years 
of absence and have not obtained a copy of The Newcomer’s Guide 
to Model Railways, I suggest it might be an advantage to obtain one. 
I hope you enjoy the items you are about to read and hopefully they 

will help and possibly nudge you into producing a great model railway 
layout. Remember – think safely, then act.
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PaSSengerS once more 
ScoTLand 

 

STeam reminiScenceS  
- SouThern

JOHN C. BECKETT
This book contains a selection of his collection of photographs taken 
in the Southern Region of British Railways in the period 1956-1968. At 
that time he visited areas of particular interest from the Kent coast in 
the East to Padstow in the West. It is not claimed to offer a complete 

coverage of all that happened then and there, only a collection of 
railway activities that caught his attention or that offered the chance  

of a good photograph – his reminiscences in fact.
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TREVOR GOUGH
Passengers Once More is a series of books charting reinstated or new  

stations and lines on Britain’s rail network since nationalisation in 1948.  
Arranged in line and geographical order each book in the series is  

copiously illustrated with photographs of all the locations featured.   
Data provided for each location includes:
• Opening, closing and reopening dates 

• Map reference
• The original railway company and the company currently managing the station  
• Reference details to photographs of the same location published in the British 

Railways Past & Present series.  
• Comments on the frequency of the service, reasons for opening/

reopening and other features as appropriate.
This fifth book in the series, by Terry Gough and Bob Avery, takes us to 

Scotlandd covering all relevant stations and lines from the smallest halt to 
the major station developments and the popular new line re-openings.
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 Walter Alexander was registered on 23 May 1924 
and for many years was the largest bus company in 

Scotland. For more than 30 years the operations were 
divided into three areas, Southern, Fife and Northern. 
 The area of the Southern company was substantially 

that developed by the Alexander company. The basis of 
Alexander’s development in Fife was the General Motor 

Carrying Company Limited of Kirkcaldy and Wemyss 
& District Tramways Company Limited, which were 

purchased by Alexander in March 1931.  
In Kirkcaldy the operating rights within the town were 

purchased by Alexander, and Corporation tramcars 
were replaced by Alexander buses on 15 May 1931. In 

Dunfermline Simpson’s & Forrester’s  

Limited was absorbed on 1 April 1938. 
 The area of the Northern company came into 

Alexander hands from 1930 onwards with the takeover 
of services operated by the Scottish General Omnibus 

Group. Also acquired were the Northern General 
Services of Arbroath and the bus services of the  

London & North Eastern Railway Company in 
Aberdeen. At the end of 1949 Scottish Motor Traction 

services around Dundee were transferred to Alexander, 
and on 1 March 1950 James Sutherland of Peterhead 

was transferred to the company. This pictorial  
book will cover all three areas with views taken  

in 1955 and 1956, featuring a number of buses from  
the acquired operators. 

London BuSeS, coacheS & 
recoLLecTionS 1970

 • Format:  Softback 169mm x 238mm  

 • ISBN: 978-1-857945-65-2  

 • Release date: MARCH 24TH, 2020  
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MICHAEL H C BAKER

1970 was a significant year in the history of London buses, for on 1 
January the Country Area was taken out of the control of London 
Transport. The Green Line network had been set up in the 1930s, 

with comfortable coaches and well-appointed green buses 
operating a vast  and successful network. However, by the end of 

the 1960s the network was showing a considerable deficit.
 From that landmark moment in 1970, this book takes the story 
forward into the decade, which included the final withdrawal of 

the iconic RT and RF buses. The Central Area, too, had serious 
problems: profits were down, and a decision was taken to 

introduce a new breed of much bigger, single-deck one-man-
operated buses, resulting in the very unpopular Merlin and Swift, 

which did not see out the decade before withdrawal.
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BuSeS and coacheS of WaLTer  
aLexander & SonS 1960         

This pictorial book will cover all three areas with views taken in 1960, 
featuring a number of buses from the acquired operators.

 • Format: Hardback 169mm x 238mm  • ISBN: 978-1-857945-60-7 

 • Release date: APRIL 24TH, 2020   • Price: £25  • PAGES: 128 • BIC: WGCF  

This pictorial book will cover all three areas with views taken in 1955 and 
1956, featuring a number of buses from the acquired operators.

 

HENRY CONN
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